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The President’s Pen 
 
Dear Members, 
 

It is hard to believe that this will be my last 
President’s column for 2020.  What a year to 
remember!  For many it sees that the year is 
“Zooming” by.  Jerrilynn and I aren’t quite on 
board yet with the new technology but she did join 
a friend on a Zoom session to catch up with 
friends in England.  I, for one, look forward to 
seeing you all again in person, hopefully in the 
near future.  I miss you all. 
 This year saw the razing of the building in 
which my father was born in 1936.  It had also 
once been the post office, but the county decided 
that it had to go.  If you have been through 
Stafford lately, you will notice that the old 
People’s Bank and “Mac” Moncure’s law office 
are also gone.  I guess we need to get rid of “Old 
Downtown Stafford” in preparation for “New 
Downtown Stafford.”  I am pleased that the old 
Hotel Virginia (now Aquia Realty) is supposed to 
stay, but have heard that a FIVE-story building is 
planned to be built next to it.  I am hoping that this 
will not happen!  Discussions for a museum in the 
new “Downtown Stafford” are still ongoing. 
 I send my sincere condolences to the 
families of each of our late members:  Barbara Brooks “Jinxie” Forbush, Jane Illi, William F. 
Rhodes, and Glenna Graves Shiflett. 
 In spite of the many losses this year, not only of more of Stafford’s history, but also of 
friends and family members, I remain hopeful that God will grant us a brighter and better 2021.  
Thank you for your support and may God richly bless each of you in these trying times! 
 
Rick MacGregor 
 
 
SCHS News is published by the Stafford County Historical Society, a non-profit 501 (c) (3) 
organization founded in 1965.  The Society’s mailing address is Post Office Box 1664, Stafford, 
Virginia, 22555. 
 
The Society’s web address is www.staffordhistorical.org. 
 
Cover Illustration:  Eleanor Roosevelt watches as Sudie Randall demonstrates spinning at the 
Old Dominion Home Industries shop on U. S. Route 1 in Stafford. 
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Feature Article:  The Old Dominion Home 
Industries Market 
 

In an effort to help Virginia’s low income farmers who were struggling as a result of the 
Great Depression, the Farm Security Administration established Home Industries Markets in 
various areas of the state.  One of these was located in Stafford County on U. S. Route 1 near 
Potomac Run and was operational by June of 1940.  The building erected for this purpose 
remains standing and is now used by the Great Outdoors shop.  Older local Stafford residents 
will remember this as the Old Virginia Gift Shop.  The markets offered places for farm families 
to sell their handicrafts.  A newspaper explained, “The market is operated on a non-profit basis, 
the price of the articles being fixed by the owner with approval of the standards committee and a 
charge of 33 1-3 per cent added to cover expenses.  Handicraft and food products from all 
Virginia’s 100 counties are included in the $700 stock of the Stafford unit.  Among the articles 
offered are plum puddings, fruit cakes, canned pickles, hand-woven rugs, crochet work, bundles 
of lightwood, bedspreads, baskets, trays, hand-painted pictures, pocketbooks, shuck mats, ash 
trays, children’s bootees, dolls, neckties and numerous other things.  Everything sold in the shop 
is handmade.  They range in price from 25 cents to $45.  The highest priced article on sale is a 
bedspread that sells for $45.  There are bundles of lightwood neatly tied in ribbon which were 
fashioned by a woman who hopes to buy a cow with the proceeds.  She lives in Campbell 
County.  It is the first shop of its kind ever established in Virginia and is unique in that it is a 
non-profit undertaking and is designed to help the small farmer.”  Mrs. Catherine Powers (1895-
1976) of Stafford managed the shop. 
 
 

 
 

The Old Dominion Home Industries Market photographed around 1941. 
 



 

 
In an effort to bring awareness to the shop, Eleanor Roosevelt paid a visit in 1940 
and watched Mrs. Sudie V. Randall demonstrate her proficiency at spinning.  
Sudie was the widow of Stafford County Surveyor Edgar H. Randall. 

 
 

 
 

The interior of the Old Dominion Home Industries shop showing the wide variety 
of homemade goods offered for sale. 

 
 

They Called Stafford Home:  Edgar Howard 
Randall (1853-1919) 
 
 Edgar H. Randall was the son of Aquilla Randall (c.1816-c.1905) who had moved to 
Stafford from Maryland.  In 1886 Edgar accepted the official position of Surveyor of Stafford 
County after the death of the previous surveyor, Dr. William Wardlaw Eustace (1818-1886).  
Randall continued in that job until his own death in 1919.  He was meticulous in his work and 
many of his surveys survive in the Clerk of Court’s office.  He also worked as a carpenter and 
served as principal of Ebenezer School in Garrisonville (closed c.1890).  Edgar was one of the 



last teachers at the little school on the corner of Mountain View and Stefaniga Roads, though the 
writer is unaware of how long he worked there.  Edgar married Sudie V. Gill (1857-1946) whose 
family resided on Garrisonville Road.  Both are buried in the Ebenezer Methodist Church 
Cemetery on Onville Road. 
 
Note:  If any of our readers have a picture of Edgar Randall that they would be willing to copy 

and share, please email staffordhistory1@verizon.net. 

 
 

Eagle Release on Aquia Creek 
 
 This past spring, a Stafford County resident, who lives on a hill overlooking Aquia 
Creek, was startled to see a very large, dark bird waddling along the edge of his yard next to his 
tree line.  As the bird neared his house, the resident called to his wife to come and see, at which 
point, she noticed another one standing on their front porch.  The birds were intimidating 
because of their size, pointed beaks, and well developed feet and talons.  The property owner 
called Stafford County Animal Control who promptly responded and identified them as a pair of 
young eagles that had somehow been separated from their nest.  Dressed in protective gear, the 
officer was able to capture both birds and they were sent to the Wildlife Center of Virginia in 
Waynesboro.  This is one of the nation’s pre-eminent wildlife rehabilitation centers and it 
features a special area where injured and young eagles are kept until they are able to be returned 
to the wild.  This past August, the director of the Wildlife Center brought the two eagles back to 
the property where they had been collected several months before.  Each bird was in its own dog 
crate, which was covered with fabric to reduce light and help it stay calm during the lengthy car 
ride.  A small group watched as each bird was removed from its crate and carried to the edge of 
the yard overlooking Aquia Creek.  Upon being set free, each circled once above the yard, over 
the house, and headed for the forest. 
 

 
 

This fledgling is believed to be a female because of its exceptionally large feet. 



 
Under normal circumstances, the Wildlife Center is open to the public.  However, 

because of COVID restrictions, most of their programming is currently on-line.  Check out their 
website and see what this amazing organization does in addition to rehabilitating eagles!  They 
deal with all types of wildlife, from reptiles and amphibians to bears.  The Center includes a 
state-of-the-art teaching hospital where veterinarians can learn to treat and care for wild animals. 
 
 

Businesses that Advertised in Stafford High 
School Yearbooks: 
 

We may not think of high school yearbooks as being historical documents, but they 
certainly can be.  In addition to photographs of students and staff, these books often include 
pictures of the interior and exterior of the school building; contain information about people 
associated with the schools; and list local businesses that helped pay for the printing of the 
books.  For the 1949-1950 school year, Stafford High School’s yearbook was called The 

Pioneer.  The photographer was Col. Donald J. Kendall, the father of our own Mary Cary 
Kendall.  Businesses that contributed toward yearbook expenses were located from Quantico to 
Richmond.  Those in Stafford County included Peoples Bank of Stafford; Gordon Byram’s 
Groceries and Meats; Mike Vida’s Hardware; Ralph’s Grill; Hillside Tavern; Martin-Sherwin 
Motor Court; Douglas Boswell Motor Company; P. E. McClevey Groceries, Meats, and 
Vegetables; C. W. Perry Grocery; Red’s Garage; Barlow’s Tavern; Richard Mountjoy’s Sons 
Groceries and Meats; Hotel Jo-Del; Brown’s Grill; Roma Auto Court; Mitchell’s Log Cabin 
Restaurant; Massie’s Atlantic Service Center; Mubrow’s Silver Dollar Seafood Grill; Sunnyside 
Grill; and Sunnyside Service Station.  While some of these are no doubt familiar to older county 
residents who may even recall where the businesses were located, others are long forgotten.  Of 
these, only the Log Cabin Restaurant remains in operation. 
 
 

Bulletin Board: 
 

Upcoming Meetings: 
The virus has wreaked havoc on our program calendar and all events and programs through 
October have been cancelled.  If anything changes before the end of 2020, we will inform our 
members via email, Facebook, and our website. 
 
 

Newsletter Dissemination: 
Successful dissemination of our newsletter requires that we have your current email address or 
that we are made aware of your specific lack of access to a computer.  Please contact Doris 
McAdams at (dmac200592@msn.com) or 540-720-1321. 
 
 

Dues Are Due in January! 
Dues for 2021 are due January 1st.  Membership benefits include a subscription to the newsletter 
and participation at special events.  Please don’t forget to renew your membership so you’ll not 
miss out on any of our 2021 activities.  Mail your check or money order made payable to 
Stafford County Historical Society (SCHS) to: 
 



 
 
 Treasurer 
 Stafford County Historical Society 
 P. O. Box 1664 
 Stafford, VA  22555 
 
Not a Member?  Join Today!  We offer the following types of 
membership: 
 

 $15 Individual Annual Dues  $5 Student 
 $25 Family Annual Dues   $200 Individual Life Member 
 
 
Please make checks payable to Stafford County Historical Society (SCHS) and mail them and 
the completed form (below) to the Treasurer at: 
 

Stafford County Historical Society 

P. O. Box 1664 

Stafford, VA  22555 

 
Name _________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

City ___________________  State ___________  Zip ________________ 

Phone  (           )  __________ - _____________ 

Email  ________________________________________________________ 
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