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A Tale of Two Churches 

 
Dear Members, 
 
Jerrilynn and I attended the Memorial Day Service 
of Remembrance for the veterans interred at 
Bethlehem Primitive Baptist Church in White Oak 
on Monday May 27.  The Stafford County 
Cemetery Committee has been doing an annual 
service for several years now and this year the 
folks at Bethlehem Baptist joined in to make it a 
very special event.  Along with Anita Dodd’s 
presentation, the church choir sang patriotic 
hymns and Mr. Frank White read a stirring poem 
that he authored.  He graciously agreed to let us 
print it in this month’s newsletter as a July Fourth 
tribute to our veterans.  The BPBC was organized 
in May of 1868, after the Civil War, when former 
slaves and free blacks separated from White Oak 
Primitive Baptist Church to start a church of their 
own. 
 
And in case you have not noticed, Union Church 
in Falmouth is getting some much-needed attention.  Thanks to a generous anonymous donor, 
work is progressing on rebuilding much of the timber frame construction.  Due to decades of 
unaddressed water leakage, termites, and powder post beetles, much of the frame had 
deteriorated to a scary condition.  Completion is anticipated in the next several weeks. 
 
Hope to see you at our annual picnic at Belmont! 
 
Rick MacGregor 
 
 
SCHS News is published by the Stafford County Historical Society, a non-profit 501 (c) (3) 
organization founded in 1965.  The Society’s mailing address is Post Office Box 1664, Stafford, 
Virginia, 22555.  The Society’s web address is www.staffordhistorical.org. 
 
 
Cover Illustration:  Sandy Gibson (died before 1910) in front of his blacksmith’s shop. 
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Feature Article:  Garrisonville 
 Have you ever wondered where, exactly, Garrisonville is located?  Or perhaps you’ve been 
curious about who or what the area was named for.  We assure readers that despite the sign 
forewarning of yet another new shopping center on Route 610, there was never a military garrison 
at Garrisonville. 
 While the name Garrisonville presently refers to the several miles of concrete and plastic 
development along the eastern end of Garrisonville Road, the original settlement was very much 
smaller.  Although this was never a town with formally laid out streets and lots, the name is first 
found in mid-nineteenth century records, it being named for the Garrison family who settled there 
prior to the birth of Aaron Garrison in 1715.  He was involved in a court suit in Stafford in 
November 1750 (Stafford Court Records 97).  His name appears several times in the court records 
and given the people with whom he was associated, he seems to have resided in the northern part 
of the county.  Aaron was likely a farmer and he raised a large family in Stafford.  His descendants 
remain in the region. 
 Garrisonville Post Office was established in July 1844 by William Pierce Bayly (born 
c.1810), a local merchant.  He was replaced in 1846 as postmaster by another merchant, Robert 
Garrison (1808-1851), and various members of the Garrison family served as postmasters and 
postmistresses through 1924.  Often, post offices were run by merchants and the location of the 
office changed as different shop keepers assumed the responsibility of handling the mail. 
 In addition to being farmers, many of the Garrisons took up the occupations of 
shopkeepers, mechanics, or blacksmiths.  One of the best known of the latter was Yelverton 
Garrison (1795-c.1867) who was a blacksmith, wheelwright, and farrier.  Known locally as 
“Yelly” Garrison, for many years, he made and repaired iron tools and hardware and shoed horses. 
 The highly skilled trade of blacksmithing passed down through the Garrison family for 
generations.  Like gristmills, blacksmith’s shops were always focal points in the communities they 
served.  People frequently required the services of a blacksmith and the shops were popular 
gathering spots. 
 By the early twentieth century, the village of Garrisonville occupied a little triangle of land 
between what are now Onville Road, Barrett Heights Road, and Garrisonville Road.  That area 
contained a post office, several stores, the blacksmith’s shop, the “Garrisonville Hall,” in which 
met the Junior Order of United American Mechanics (J. O. U. A. M.), a few houses, and a school.  
Garrisonville Hall stood on the corner of Garrisonville and Onville roads near the site of the 
present CVS Pharmacy.  It was a simple square, two-story frame building with an A-roof and sat 
upon a few large rocks.  In addition to community activities, at least one church met there.  In 
1911, an unknown sponsor brought a “moving picture show” to Garrisonville and the hall may 
have been used as a theater.  “It is estimated there was an attendance of 250 nightly at 
Garrisonville and the show was soon to be taken to Stafford Store (Free Lance, July 25, 1911). 
 The J. O. U. A. M. was quite active in the early 1900s and many of the local young men 
were members.  Their hall was a popular social center in the community and a number of events 
were held there.  One newspaper notice announced, “Saturday night an oyster supper was given at 
Mechanics Hall, by members of Ebenezer M. E. church.  The affair was a success and about $30 
was cleared for the church” (Free Lance, Feb. 20, 1909). 
 Ebenezer School #1 was a little frame building that stood on the southeast side of Barrett 
Heights Road about .3 mile from Route 610.  It served students of all ages from at least 1886 to 
around 1928 when it was closed, the students being sent to a school near the courthouse.  Ebenezer 
contained two classrooms and a multipurpose room that was sometimes used for public meetings.  
The school stood on 1 ¾ acres, was heated by a stove, and “ventilated by lifting windows.”  There 
were 12 desks that accommodated two students each, and a number of common benches.  There 



were also two blackboards (Virginia Public School Register, 1886-1894).  Stafford County 
Surveyor Edgar H. Randall and his assistant, Waller S. Gill, taught school there. 
 For many years, Ebenezer Methodist Church was the hub of the little Garrisonville 
community.  At some point, Bethany Methodist Church was constructed approximately where the 
new CVS Pharmacy is located near the intersection of Shelton Shop and Garrisonville roads.  This 
building was in use in 1908, but it’s not known at what point it disappeared. 
 Despite there being so many Garrisons in Stafford for so many years, there are relatively 
few surviving records pertaining to them so far as genealogy is concerned.  News regarding folks 
in the northern part of the county was rarely included in the Fredericksburg newspapers and, thus, 
information about this family is somewhat limited.  One interesting notice did appear about Turner 
R. Garrison (1872-1919): 
 

Broke up New Buggy.  R. T. R. Garrison, of Garrisonville, purchased a new buggy 
some days ago from the George Gravatt Works and put it under trees near his home 
to protect it from the sun.  A few nights ago someone stole the hind wheels and 
broke up the balance of the buggy.  Mr. Garrison would like to meet the gentle 
party” (Free Lance, Aug. 18, 1910). 

 
 Garrisonville also included a number of small stores, though the exact locations and owners 
of these aren’t known.  From around 1906 to 1918, the Austin Run Pyrite Mine operated on the 
outskirts of the village and provided employment for many local men.  Having a steady income 
increased the locals’ buying power and one might reasonably expect that the number of stores may 
have increased in response.  One newspaper notice reads, “Just Received.  A beautiful line of 
children’s misses’ and ladies dress hats; prices cheap enough for everyone to have a new hat for 
the season.  V. E. Chewning.  Garrisonville, Va.” (Free Lance, Apr. 6, 1911). 
 Merchants and blacksmiths weren’t the only entrepreneurs in Garrisonville.  In 1965, John 
W. McWhirt established a bullfrog farm on his property about four miles west of U. S. Route 1.  
The previous year, he’d stocked his pond with about 200 “baby jumbos” and a breeding pair 
shipped from Texas.  The frogs were so prolific that he was contemplating building additional 
ponds to accommodate them.  McWhirt and others considered frog legs a delicacy and he 
remembered being able to catch 50 or 60 bullfrogs a night on Aquia Creek (Stafford County Press, 
Sept. 1965). 

Business activity in Garrisonville received a boost from the expansion of the Marine Corps 
base in 1942.  Construction of Interstate 95 in the 1960s enabled Washington and Northern 
Virginia workers to find their way south to Stafford and today the area known as Garrisonville is a 
sprawling mass of concrete, plastic, houses, and shopping centers. 

As a postscript, the author has long searched for the origin of the name “Onville.”  This late 
nineteenth century settlement was, essentially, a suburb of downtown Garrisonville.  One 
contributor postulates that in the absence of a more creative alternative, someone simply deleted 
“Garris” from Garrisonville and “Onville” was officially born.  Its post office was first operated by 
Edwin Suttle Evans who was appointed in 1886.  His cousin, Miss Hettie M. Evans (1876-1955), 
ran the post office from 1910 until the government condemned the property in 1942. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“The Green Side of the Grass” 
In May of 2005, SCHS member, Mr. Frank M. White, visited the graves of his parents at 

the Quantico National Cemetery.  That inspired him to write the following poem that he read at a 
Memorial Day ceremony held this year at Bethlehem Primitive Baptist Church in White Oak.  He 
kindly shared it with the SCHS and we gratefully include it here to recognize our military 
personnel on this July 4. 
 
One warm, sunny, spring afternoon, 
In the mother’s month of May, 
I walked upon some hallowed ground, 
Just before Memorial Day. 
 
Song birds were cheerfully singing, 
A lovely sweet melody, 
Soft breezes were gently blowing, 
Nature was in Harmony. 
 
I visited former comrades, 
Loved ones of families past. 
All who now stately lie reposed, 
‘Neath the green side of the grass. 
 
Mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, 
Officers, enlisted, all types, 
Soldiers, seamen, airmen, marines, 
They wore stars, bars, leaves or stripes. 
 
Grandparents, cousins, in-laws too, 
Husbands, wives, daughters and sons, 
Aunts, uncles, nieces and nephews, 
All held dear by their loved ones. 
 
Some suffered the anguish of war, 
Others waited from afar, 
But even though they were apart, 
They were esteemed in someone’s heart. 
 
Some sailed oceans and foreign seas, 
Some served abroad in strange lands, 
To uphold, protect and defend, 
That for which Old Glory stands. 
 
Some made the supreme sacrifice, 
On battlefields far away, 
Some lost limbs, became lame or blind, 
Yet lived to see another day. 
 
As time moved on from year to year 



Others also passed away, 
To that great land beyond the sky, 
Where we hope to meet someday. 
 
Now those of us who still reside, 
Atop the green side of the grass, 
Pay honor, tribute and respect, 
To you, our dear friends of the past. 
 
 

They Called Stafford Home:  Sandy Gibson 

 
 
Sandy Gibson (died before 1910) was 
a blacksmith who resided in northern 
Stafford on land now occupied by the 
Marine Corps reservation.  In 1876, 
Rodham Shelkett sold Mr. Gibson 
three acres of the Shelkett property for 
his blacksmith shop, though he’d been 
renting the land for some time prior to 
purchasing it.  He is pictured here in 
front of his shop c.1901.  In 1883, the 
Stafford Court appointed Mr. Gibson 

one of three trustees for a Baptist Church near his home.  This may have been Mt. Zion Baptist 
Church.  He was the father of Margaret, Marthella, and Mary Frances Gibson. 
 
 

Stafford Trivia 
In 1847, the Washington and New Orleans Magnetic Telegraph Company extended their 

line through Stafford.  Much of this ran along what is now U. S. Route 1, which was then called 
the Telegraph Road. 
 
 

Breaking Rocks 
By the late nineteenth century, granite quarrying in Virginia was a growing business.  

There were large deposits of the stone on both sides of the Rappahannock River above Falmouth 
and in the general vicinity of the Interstate 95 bridge across the river.  As one drives south across 
the Rappahannock, a significant quarry pit survives near the edge of the river.  As quarry owners 
sought to develop their businesses, they also sought to limit competition.  A newspaper reported, 
“Owners of granite quarries in Virginia have organized to appear before the legislature this winter 
and urge the passage of a bill prohibiting the State from competing with private owners by using 
convicts in the quarry on the State farm and selling granite blocks and crushed stone in 
competition with private enterprise.  There was a time when it thought that ‘breaking rock’ was the 
very work that convicts should do, but according to the above there are some people who would 



prevent them from even doing that.  Certainly convicts should be required to earn their keep” 
(Alexandria Gazette, Dec. 11, 1907). 

 
 

Indian Names 
Many early place names in this region are corruptions of Indian names or words.  These 

include Potomac River, Chappawamsic Creek, Aquia Creek, Accokeek Creek, Rappahannock 
River, Occoquan River, Quantico Creek, and many others.  English explorers and settlers struggled 
to find spellings for sounds in the Indian language that didn’t match the English alphabet.  “A New 
Map of Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Part of New York and Carolina” was 
published in England in 1727.  Marked on the map are Achguayo (Aquia) Creek and, in what 
became Prince William County, Achaquin (Occoquan).  The seventeenth and early eighteenth 
century land patent books contain various spellings for Aquia, including Ocquia and Acquia.  
Other place names seen in these same records include Aquokeeke, Quantiqunt, Chapawansick, 
Doegs, Whipsawasson, and Oquaquon. 

When the writer’s mother came to Stafford in the 1940s, she heard locals talking about 
“Choir Creek” and for a while believed that to have been the name of the waterway.  
 
 

Upcoming Meetings:   
July 18—Annual SCHS picnic at Belmont (members and their guests)—6:30 p.m.  Bring a dish to  
  share. 
August 15—“Hartwood Manor” with Connie Hilker 
September 19—“The Confederate Secret Service in Stafford” with Ben Williams 

 

 
Newsletter Dissemination:  Successful dissemination of our newsletter requires that we 
have your current email address or that we are made aware of your specific lack of access to a 
computer.  Please contact Doris McAdams at (dmac200592@msn.com) or 540-720-1321. 

 

Dues Were Due in January! 
Please, please—If you have not yet paid your dues, please do so!  We are in the process of 
updating our membership list and some of you are in danger of being dropped.  SCHS Membership 
benefits include a subscription to the newsletter and participation at special events.  You are valued 
as members and we hope you will continue to support this organization.  Please mail your check or 
money order made payable to Stafford County Historical Society (SCHS) to: 
 
 Treasurer 
 Stafford County Historical Society 
 P. O. Box 1664 
 Stafford, VA  22555 
 
 
 
 



Not a Member?  Join Today!  We offer the following types of membership: 

 
 $15 Individual Annual Dues   $5 Student 
 $25 Family Annual Dues   $200 Individual Life Member 
 
 
 
Please make checks payable to Stafford County Historical Society and mail them and the completed 
form (below) to the Treasurer at: 

Stafford County Historical Society 

P. O. Box 1664 

Stafford, VA  22555 

 
Name _________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

City ___________________  State ___________  Zip ________________ 

Phone  (           )  __________ - _____________ 

Email  ________________________________________________________ 
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