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President’s Pen 
 

Happy New Year! 
 
It’s hard to believe that it is 2020!  I thank God for 
another year and hope that it will be a year of much 
gain and little loss.  Unfortunately, we suffered a great 
loss in 2019.  The passing of D. P. Newton was indeed 
a hard hit for anyone who was interested in the Civil 
War.  But to those of us who were fortunate enough to 
have known him as a friend, the loss is unfathomable.  
To sit and talk with him, which I did not do nearly 
enough, was priceless.  He believed very much as I do 
that we need to tell history, especially Stafford’s 
history, as accurately as we can, the good and the bad, 
based upon primary sources.  He said that it was up to 
us to correct honest mistakes and call out deliberate 
falsehoods.  Thankfully, I am not aware of many of the 
latter, but there are some.  I will do my best to carry out 
this mission, my friend, until we meet again.  Our most 
heartfelt condolences to his beloved Bonny B. and 
family. 
 
The SCHS and the Stafford County Museum 
Foundation are working on merging the two entities 
with the goal of putting ourselves in a better position to 
work with the county on a museum in the proposed 
Town Square project.  We are finalizing the combining 
of both our by-laws and when complete these will be  
presented to the membership for approval.  Who knows,  
maybe 2020 will be the year that we finally see our 55- 
year-old dream of a museum begin to materialize. 
 
With best regards, 
 
Rick MacGregor 
 
 
SCHS News is published by the Stafford County Historical Society, a non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization 
founded in 1965.  The Society’s mailing address is Post Office Box 1664, Stafford, Virginia, 22555.  The 
Society’s web address is www.staffordhistorical.org. 
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Feature Article:  The Virginia Reserve Militia, 
Company 90, “Minute Men”—Part 1 
 

World War II was a trying, frightening time for Americans.  Many of the men joined the 
various branches of the military and went overseas.  The enemy was known to be cruising along 
the Atlantic coastline in submarines and the government feared that some might come ashore 
and terrorize citizens or damage infrastructure.  The Virginia Reserve Militia was established to 
guard against such incursions into this state and local men who for whatever reason were not in 
regular service joined this organization to keep watch on their communities.  The following is a 
verbatim transcription of the introductory material in the VRM manual presented to each 
militiaman. 
 
 

ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE 
DEPARMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS 

RICHMOND 
          May 18, 1942 
 
 By direction of the Governor of Virginia the following sets forth the organization of the 
Virginia Reserve Militia: 
 
Commander:  The Adjutant General of Virginia. 
 
Mission: 
 To furnish immediate local protection against saboteurs and raiding parties, destroying 
them or serving as a holding force, pending the arrival of better equipped troops. 
 
Their function is armed combat. 
 
Organization: 
 Initially there shall be one company in each county or city, consisting of one Captain, one 
First Lieutenant, one Second Lieutenant and fifty enlisted men. 
 Some counties and cities will require more than one company in order that adequate 
protection may be afforded 
 In such a case, requests will be made to the Adjutant General of Virginia for authority to 
organize additional companies. 
 The company will be an administrative unit as well as a tactical unit and will be 
organized into a company headquarters and two platoons, each platoon consisting of a platoon 
headquarters and four squads, each squad to consist of five enlisted men, one of the five being 
designated as a corporal or leader. 
 Each squad will be organized in a specific locality, in order to facilitate getting into 
action. 
 
Transportation: 
 Each member of the squad should own an automobile capable of transporting the entire 
squad at one time. 



 It is the responsibility of the Company Commander that transportation is available at all 
times for each squad. 
 The squad should ride to the scene of action in one vehicle, thus assuring concentrated 
action by a small group, rather than piecemeal action which would be the case should they arrive 
one at a time. 
 
Communication: 
 In order that each squad may be able to assemble promptly each member should have a 
telephone, so that communication between squad leader and squad members will be facilitated. 
 Communication between the squad leader and all members of the squad must be sure and 
prompt. 
 Similarly, communication between the platoon leaders and squad leaders must be sure 
and prompt. 
 Platoon leaders must have a list of all members of each squad, including telephone 
numbers because, should it so happen that the squad leader cannot be reached, then the platoon 
leader must get in touch with other members of the squad and a temporary squad leader 
designated. 
 The Company Commander must have a list of all members of the company, including 
telephone numbers, to be used in case the situation so dictates. 
 Speed is essential and nothing should be permitted to interfere with the assembly of the 
squad, platoon or company. 
 The great value of the Virginia Reserve Militia lies in the ability to strike raiders, 
particularly parachutists, before the enemy has had the opportunity to organize for attack. 
 An action once entered is never broken off until the enemy has been killed or disarmed. 
 
Intelligence:  (The Securing of Information) 
 Every member of the Virginia Reserve Militia is an invaluable source of information. 
 He knows everyone in his locality, is familiar with all conditions, thus he is quick to 
notice any change, quick to note new faces. 
 In times such as these, no point is too trivial to be overlooked.  Everything must be 
investigated, even conditions which are only slightly suspicious. 
 This information will be submitted to the Adjutant General of Virginia immediately. 
 
Weapons and Ammunition: 
 Each member will provide his rifle or shotgun and the ammunition for same. 
 
Qualifications for Enlistment: 
 Citizen of the United States of unquestionable loyalty. 
 Between the ages of sixteen and fifty-five years. 
 Consent of parent or guardian for an applicant who has not attained his eighteenth 
birthday. 
 Physically fit for the duty to be performed. 
 Must provide his own rifle or shotgun and ammunition and know how to use the weapon. 
 Must provide a vehicle capable of transporting five passengers at forty miles per hour. 
 



 The Adjutant General of Virginia will furnish a distinctive emblem to be permanently 
attached to the front of the outer clothing of un-uniformed units. 
 In Addition to this distinctive emblem, the Adjutant General of Virginia will furnish to 
each company, sufficient blank certificates, which will clearly set forth the lawful status of the 
bearer.  These certificates will be filled in by the company commander and one certificate given 
to each member. 
 
Muster: 
 When forty-three applicants (three officers and forty men) have been secured for a 
company, the Adjutant General of Virginia will be notified.  Upon receipt of such notification, 
the adjutant General will issue instructions for the muster.  Necessary blank forms will 
accompany the instructions for the muster. 
 
 
The VRM uniform was a coverall of forest green color with a fatigue hat of the same color.  A 
large VRM insignia was to be sewn on the right breast in line with the top of the pocket on the 
left side.  The coverall cost $3.95 and the hats 95 cents.  Militiamen could purchase garments 
from the Industrial Department, State Penitentiary or any retailer or manufacturer or 
department store.  The Tate Manufacturing Company of Danville was also able to fill orders.  To 
lessen the financial burden on the individuals, the Stafford Minute Men requested an 
appropriation from the Board of Supervisors to pay for the uniforms. 
 
To be continued… 
 
 

They Called Stafford 
Home:   
 

John Norton Dishman (1863-1951) was one of 
Stafford’s truly remarkable citizens.  A highly respected 
African American businessman in Brooke, he was the 
son of Armistead Dishman (1837-1903) who had come 
to Stafford from Fauquier County.  The elder Mr. 
Dishman purchased and resided on what was long 
known as the “Silk Farm” just east of Brooke.  John was 
one of eleven children born to Armistead and his wife.  
Armistead’s obituary said of him, “He tried to give his 
children a good common school education and train 
them how to work; that he was successful is shown by 
the fact that seven of his children have taught school in 
Stafford.” 

Over the course of his life, John N. Dishman 
worked at several businesses and seems to have done 

well with all of them.  During the late nineteenth century, he partnered with Robert A. Johnson in 
a fishing business at Tump.  In the 1890s, he took a job with the Alart & McGuire Pickle 
Company that had established a pickle brining plant in Brooke.  John managed this facility for 



many years.  He also ran a store that was located next to the pickle factory.  John was one of the 
first businessmen in Brooke to have a telephone, opening an account with the Toluca & 
Fredericksburg Telephone Company in 1904.  When the Brooke pickle factory closed in the 
1930s, John temporarily moved to Milford in Caroline County to manage the C. C. Lang Pickle 
Factory there.  He retired from this latter post around 1941 and returned to Brooke.  John N. 
Dishman donated the land on which Mt. Hope Baptist Church was built and the pickle factory 
stood on a lot next to the church.  He served as clerk of Mt. Hope for 61 years and was 
superintendent of the Sunday School for 63 years.  He also taught school at Brooke.  In 1889, he 
married Mary A. Pool (1873-1954).  He and Mary were buried at their beloved Mt. Hope Baptist 
Church. 

The writer thanks Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Jackson for the photograph of Mr. Dishman and 
for sharing their recollections of him. 
 
 

1910 Weather Reports 
 
 “Another Residence Struck.  The residence of Miss Angeline I. Edrington, in Stafford, 
near Widewater, was struck by lightning Monday, demolishing one window, tearing out 
plastering, blinds and splintering timbers and breaking glass.  No one was injured.  The damage 
is covered by insurance with A. B. Botts & Co.” (The Free Lance, July 7, 1910). 
 
“Fast Time Made on Stafford and Fauquier Roads.  Dr. W. J. Chewning, wife and son, Jeffries, 
with Mr. D. Scott Quinton, returned from Warrenton Monday in an automobile in the fast time of 
two hours and thirty-four minutes, including two stops.  The dust in some places was a foot deep.  
Dr. C. says the people in Warrenton are hauling water five miles for drinking purposes” (The 
Free Lance, Oct. 6, 1910). 
 
 

Stafford Trivia 
During the early twentieth century, the area around Mountain View Store (the junction of 

Mountain View and Kellogg’s Mill Roads) was also known as Crest.  Years ago, when the county 
was rural and in agriculture, there were far fewer trees and it was possible to see the Blue Ridge 
Mountains from the high point where the two roads meet.  The old house behind the rescue squad 
building was called Mountain View, hence the name of that area and the road. 
 

The 1749 Stafford Courthouse, which was built near Belle Plains in White Oak, was the 
earliest T-form courthouse known to have been built in Virginia.  The site was destroyed by 
construction of a housing subdivision. 
 

Aquia Town Center shopping center was built on an old Peyton family farm, part of 
which was later known as The Fleurry’s.  Miss Anne E. Moncure, for whom Anne E. Moncure 
Elementary School was named, lived in the old house there. 
 

For many years, Poplar Road (Route 616) was a main north-south thoroughfare through 
Stafford County.  At the junction of Poplar and Shackelford’s Well Roads, there used to be a 
well and a trough where passersby could stop and water their horses and mules. 



 
The Public Safety Building on Courthouse Road stands atop one of the largest Union 

army camps in northern Stafford County. 
 
 
 

Bulletin Board  
 
Upcoming Meetings: 
January 16—Life on the Marine Corps Reservation before there was a Reservation with Kate Roberts 
February 20—“Stafford County’s Freestone Industry” with Jerrilynn MacGregor 
March 19—To be announced 
 

 

 

Newsletter Dissemination:  Successful dissemination of our newsletter requires that we have your 
current email address or that we are made aware of your specific lack of access to a computer.  Please contact 
Doris McAdams at (dmac200592@msn.com) or 540-720-1321. 
 

 

 

Dues Are Due in January! 
Dues for 2020 were due January 1st.  Membership benefits include a subscription to the newsletter and 
participation at special events.  Please don’t forget to renew your membership so you’ll not miss out on any of our 
2020 activities.  Mail your check or money order made payable to Stafford County Historical Society (SCHS) to: 
 
 Treasurer 
 Stafford County Historical Society 
 P. O. Box 1664 
 Stafford, VA  22555 

 
Not a Member?  Join Today!  We offer the following types of membership: 
 

 $15 Individual Annual Dues   $5 Student 
 $25 Family Annual Dues   $200 Individual Life Member 
 
Please make checks payable to Stafford County Historical Society (SCHS) and mail them and the completed form 
(below) to the Treasurer at: 

Stafford County Historical Society 

P. O. Box 1664 

Stafford, VA  22555 

 
Name _________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

City ___________________  State ___________  Zip ________________ 

Phone  (           )  __________ - _____________ 



Email  ________________________________________________________ 
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