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President’s Pen 
 

Happy New Year! 
 
Greetings, Members, 
 
For those of you who may not know, at our annual 
Christmas Party a few weeks ago, the attending 
members, having no nominations from the floor, voted 
unanimously to re-elect the slate of officers for 2019 as 
follows: 
 
Rick MacGregor – President 
Jane Conner – Vice-President 
Steve Hilker - Treasurer 
Jerrilynn MacGregor – Secretary 
Doris McAdams – Corresponding Secretary 
Connie Hilker – Board Member 
Emma Williams – Board Member 
 
I look forward to serving you again this year and I 
cannot thank the board members enough for their 
service in 2018.  They make my job easy and pleasant 
and I look forward to working with them this coming 
year.  Also, we very much value the support we receive 
from each of you.  This is our 54th year as a society.  
Our goal is still to have a museum in Stafford County.  
We plan to continue working toward that goal this year 
and ask for your continued support. 
 
Don’t forget to renew your membership! 
 
 
With best regards, 
 
Rick MacGregor 
 
 
 
SCHS News is published by the Stafford County Historical Society, a non-profit 501 (c) (3) 
organization founded in 1965.  The Society’s mailing address is Post Office Box 1664, Stafford, 
Virginia, 22555.  The Society’s web address is www.staffordhistorical.org. 
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Feature Article:  Historic Clifton Chapel 
 

 

 For nearly a century, a little white frame building 
called Clifton Chapel was at the center of life in the Wide 
Water area of Stafford.  Relatively little is known of the 
early history of this structure.  Withers Waller (1827-
1900) donated the land from his Clifton tract for the 
sanctuary.  The Clifton home stood on the Potomac River 
and Withers operated one of the largest seine fisheries in 
the region.  He married Anne Eliza Stribling (1832-1903) 
of Fauquier County and six of their eight daughters were 

married at Clifton Chapel. 
 Exactly when the chapel was constructed is also uncertain.  A diary kept by Nathaniel Waller 
Ford (1820-1880) of nearby Woodstock notes that in February of 1850 he had collected $15.50 for 
repairs to the chapel.  Based upon construction techniques and this diary entry, the chapel may have 
been built in the late 1840s.  The repairs undertaken in 1850 were completed by a local free black man 
named Barney Wharton (c.1792-after 1870), a carpenter who also built a new house for Nat Ford that 
same year. 

  
The photograph used at the beginning of this article 

probably dates from the late nineteenth century.  Noticeably 
absent is the bell tower, which was a later addition to the 
building.  
 The need for the chapel was in large part due to the very 
poor condition of the county roads.  As late as 1942, there were 
only two paved roads in Stafford, Routes 1 and 17.  During wet 
weather, it was nearly impossible to get a horse-drawn wagon or 
cart over the muddy roads and people tried to stay close to home 
or they traveled on horseback rather than in wheeled 
conveyances.  People in the Wide Water area were serious about 
church attendance and worship and needed a chapel within a 
short distance of their homes.  Clifton’s location put it within 
easy reach of most Wide Water residents. 
 Ford’s diary revealed several interesting things about 
Clifton Chapel and the worship habits of his neighbors.  During 
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, many preachers were 
itinerant and traveled between multiple churches and chapels.  At 

the time Nathaniel Ford was keeping his diary, worship services were held at Clifton every other 
Sunday.  On the intervening Sundays, weather and roads permitting, Ford and his neighbors traveled 
either to Aquia Episcopal, Ebenezer Methodist, Chappawamsic Baptist, and even occasionally to a 
Dumfries church.  They seem to have been little concerned with the denomination of the church, but had 
more interest in who was preaching and the tenor of the message.  In his diary, Ford regularly noted his 
opinions regarding the preachers and their sermons. 



During the War Between the States, Clifton Chapel was 
used as a lookout for troops defending the shoreline and the 
railhead at Aquia Landing.  In July of 1861, Confederate Colonel 
George W. Richardson brought two companies of the 47th 
Virginia Infantry to the chapel, which he called Camp Clifton.  
Richardson was responsible for defending several miles of 
Potomac River shoreline between the mouths of Chappawamsic 
and Aquia Creeks.  Unlike today, there were few trees between the 
chapel and the river and the high hill provided an excellent view 
between the two creeks as well as the all-important R F & P 
railhead at Aquia Landing.  Richardson’s troops remained at Camp 
Clifton until March of 1862 when they were called Fredericksburg 
and, later, to the Peninsula. 

 In April of 1862, Union troops invaded Stafford and likely also used the chapel hill for the 
purpose of watching over the Aquia Landing railhead.  While the Union remained in Stafford for only 
fourteen months, they devastated the county.  With few exceptions, the only buildings they refrained 
from destroying were the ones they occupied or those occupied by stubborn residents who refused to 
leave.  Both Clifton and Aquia Church may have been spared as both were utilized by the army. 
 While the chapel remained standing after the war, it was damaged and in need of repair.  In 
1869, Anna Maria Mason Lee, wife of Sidney Smith Lee and resident of nearby Richland, wrote to her 
son, Henry Carter Lee, in Alexandria.  She stated that what little money she had been able pull together 
was to go towards “rebuilding our poor Aquia & Clifton Church down here.”  The local families pooled 
their meagre financial resources and personal energy and repaired Clifton and Aquia so that both were 
again able to serve the community. 
 On June 4, 1896, Clifton was officially dedicated and made part of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Virginia.  Prior to this time, it had been independent and non-denominational.  It remained the center of 
the Wide Water community for many years and was the site of weddings, festivals, and picnics as well 
as worship services and Sunday School.  Services were held there until the early 1960s when the 
building was shuttered, locked, and abandoned.  With paved roads and better methods of transportation, 
folks in Wide Water were able to drive to their churches and little Clifton Chapel was no longer 
necessary. 
 The chapel was neglected and vandalized until a small group of dedicated volunteers undertook 
to save it from collapse.  They commenced work in 1992.  Because many of these folks were still 
employed, most of the work was done on Saturdays.  David Wirman led the group that included Jon 
Boeres, Milli Moncure, Col. John Scott, Chris Wanner, and John Weagraff.  Funding for the restoration 
was through private donations.  When the group finally completed their project, they had installed a new 
roof, repaired the interior pine wainscoting, rewired the building, added a furnace and air-conditioning 
unit, scraped, repaired, and painted the siding, installed insulation and a ceiling fan, sheet rocked, 
plastered, and painted the interior, refinished the wood trim, floors, and surviving pews, built a new altar 
and mantel, replicated the long-lost stained glass window over the altar, and placed an electric organ in 
the building.  Clifton Chapel is now rented to St. Herman of Alaska Orthodox Church. 

 

 

A Large Ear of Corn 
 

“An ear of yellow corn, thirteen inches long, raised by Roy Jones on his farm in Stafford county, near 
[Fredericksburg], has twenty rows and 1,176 grains” (Washington Evening Star, Oct. 12, 1923). 
 



 

What Happened to our Stone Grist Mills? 
 

Brooke’s Mill, Brent’s Mill, and Ravenswood Mill were all built of Aquia freestone.  Around 1929, these 
were dismantled and the stone sold to the builders of the National Cathedral.  It can still be seen in the 
Bishop’s Garden there where it was utilized in the construction of walls, a gazebo, and other garden 
features. 
 
 

A Letter from a Slave 
 

The following letter was amongst a collection of papers from Bloomington in Wide Water.  Part of this 

farm is now occupied by Patawomeck Park. 

 
        Franklin Parish La.  Feby 25th  1853 
 
Mrs. Ann Waller 
 
 Dear Mistress, through the benignity of Him who disposes of events and governs furturity my 
life has been spared up to the present moment and I am also in the enjoyment of very good health, And 
hop when you receive this you may be in the enjoyment of good health and also ever other blessing 
incident to the human family, on this sublunary abodes.  Pleas write to me and direct your letter to my 
master Enos Mackey, Winnsborough Louisiana.  My name is Mary and I once belonged to James 
Withers Stone, and he sold me to Final, a trader – My Mothers name was Mariah an when I left that 
country she belonged to you – she also had three other children, please write wheather or not you own 
them yet or if not whether they are living or not, I have only one son and he is about twenty years old.  
Pleas tell Miss Margaret and Miss Ann to write to me.  Old Master Lawson Wheatley is at Masters and 
has been telling me something about you all, and says he will take this letter home when he returns and 
then mail it.  Your humble Servant with True respect 
 
         Your Humble Servant 
         Mary Mackey 
 

Mrs. Ann Waller was Ann Adie (1792-1870) who married James Waller (1789-1824).  They resided at  

Bloomington in Wide Water, which Ann inherited from her father, Benjamin Adie (1762-c.1822), 

who was a quarrier. 

James Withers Stone (1796-1869) was the son of Richard Stone (died 1825).  James was a merchant and  

was involved in the freestone industry. 

Walter Harry Finnall (1799-1861) was the son of Robert Monteith Finnall (1776-1847).  Prior to the  

War Between the States, Walter ran the Tump Fishery near Aquia Landing and worked as a 

slave broker and trader. 

Miss Margaret is probably Margaret Ursula Waller (c.1821-1901), the daughter of James Waller and  

Ann Adie.  Margaret married Nathaniel Waller Ford (1820-1880) and resided at Bloomington. 

Miss Ann is probably Hannah Ann Waller (1823-1896), also the daughter of James and Ann (Adie)  

Waller.  She married Dr. Hawkins Stone (1816-1903) of Stafford. 



Lawson Wheatley (1792-1860) was born in Fauquier County, but lived in Stafford for a while.  He was 

a quarrier in Stafford.  Lawson married a daughter of Dr. Valentine Peyton (1756-1815) of Stafford 

and died in Culpeper County. 
 

Weather Report 
 

In 1816 David Baillie Warden published a book titled A Description of the District of Columbia.  He 
explained the layout of the city and public buildings and commented on the streets.  He wrote, “The 
Pennsylvania Street, or avenue, which stretches in a direct line from the President’s house to the capitol, 
is a mile in length and a hundred and sixty feet in breadth.  That of the narrowest streets is from ninety 
to a hundred feet, which will give a fine appearance to the city; but in a region where the summer sun is 
so intensely hot, and the winter winds so severely cold, narrow streets, affording shade and shelter, 
would be of great utility.” 
 

 

They Called Stafford Home:  Jaquelin 
Marshall Meredith (1833-1920) 

 

Jaquelin “Jack” Marshall Meredith was the son of Dr. Reuben 
Meredith (1791-1860) and Mary Lucinda Clarkson (1802-1880) of 
Hanover County, Virginia.  He was named for his cousin, Dr. 
Jaquelin Ambler Marshall (1787-1852), the son of Chief Justice John 
Marshall.  Jack was also related to the Striblings of Fauquier County, 
of whom Anne Eliza Stribling (1832-1903) married Withers Waller 
(1827-1900) of Clifton, Stafford County.  During the War Between 
the States, Jack served as a chaplain with the 47th Virginia Infantry.  
In the fall of 1864, he came to Aquia Church as minister.  He 
purchased a farm in Wide Water, long known as Rectory, where he 
raised a large family.  After the war, Jack helped the few remaining 
parishioners repair tattered Aquia Church.  In 1870, Jack purchased 
Callahan’s Mill on Aquia Run.  This is now beneath Smith 
Reservoir.  Jack and several of his family are buried at Aquia 
Church. 

 

 

 

 

Upgrades in Falmouth 
 

From the Richmond Times-Dispatch, Apr. 9, 1921—“Lay Sidewalk in Falmouth.  Citizens of the town 
of Falmouth, just across the Rappahannock River from Fredericksburg, have obtained from the Board of 
Supervisors of Stafford County and by public subscriptions money for the laying of concrete sidewalks 
in Falmouth, and contract has been awarded for the work, which will be started at an early date, when 
2,144 feet of curbing will be built and 400 feet of concrete sidewalk will be laid.” 
 
 
 



400 Take Part in Fox Hunt 
 

Four hundred people attended the fox hunt at Stafford Court House Wednesday.  Twenty-seven dogs 
were in the chase, which lasted about one hour.  The red fox was provided by John W. Waller of 
Fauquier County.  Miss Imogene Brookes, on horseback, was one of the first to arrive at the killing.  
About $65 was raised for the Stafford Memorial Arch fund to be erected in honor of the fallen soldiers 
of the Confederate and World Wars (Washington Evening Star, Nov. 20, 1924). 
 
 

Bulletin Board  
 
Upcoming Meetings:   

January 17—“Wide Water:  the Hub of the Universe” with Beth Daly 
February 21—Jon Bachmann discusses new dinosaur finds in Stafford 
March 21—Progress report on the Stafford County Museum with Scott Mayausky 
 

 

Newsletter Dissemination:  Successful dissemination of our newsletter requires that we have 
your current email address or that we are made aware of your specific lack of access to a computer.  
Please contact Doris McAdams at (dmac200592@msn.com) or 540-720-1321. 
 

 

Dues Are Now Due! 
Dues for 2019 are due January 1st.  Membership benefits include a subscription to the newsletter and 
participation at special events.  Please don’t forget to renew your membership so you don’t miss out on 
any of our 2019 activities.  Mail your check or money order made payable to Stafford County Historical 
Society (SCHS) to: 
 
 Treasurer 
 Stafford County Historical Society 
 P. O. Box 1664 
 Stafford, VA  22555 
 
Not a Member?  Join Today!  We offer the following types of membership: 
 

 $15 Individual Annual Dues  $5 Student 
 $25 Family Annual Dues   $200 Individual Life Member 

 
 

Please make checks payable to Stafford County Historical Society and mail them and the completed 
form (below) to the Treasurer at: 

Stafford County Historical Society 

P. O. Box 1664 

Stafford, VA  22555 

 
 
 
 



Name _________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

City ___________________  State ___________  Zip ________________ 

Phone  (           )  __________ - _____________ 

Email  ________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Stafford County Historical Society 
P. O. Box 1664 
Stafford, VA  22555 

 

 


