
 
Volume XXXIX, Number 3, July 2017 

 

 

 

 

In This Issue: 
 

Feature Article:  The Epidemic of 1814-1815 
 
News from White Oak 
 
Economic Development in Stafford 
 
They Called Stafford Home:  Dr. John C. Gordon 
 
…And More 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



President’s Pen 
 

What’s in A Name? 
 

During the implementation of Stafford’s 9-1-1 system, 
all of the county roads were given official names.  Most of 
these were old names that had been used for generations by the 
locals. 

People often ask us the significance of a place name, 
road name, etc.  Sometimes there are amazing explanations for 
these names such as Eskimo Hill, featured in the April 
newsletter.  Someone said that they heard the Yankees had 
named it during the war because it was so bitterly cold there.  
Some names are all that is left of the past.  Take Primmer 
House Road for example, a fitting name since the road passes 
right through the remnants of Mr. Primmer’s house.  Then there 
are names that are associated with people or their pets.  How 
about Dishpan Lane?  It honors an earlier resident by the name 
of Harold E. “Dishpan” Dent.  And then there is Beauregard 
Street named after “Little Mack” Moncure’s old dog.  “Big 
Mack” Moncure was the lawyer, and a good one I might add. 
 Then, of course, we have the name changes.  Not long 
ago, someone decided that Brooke Road, which goes past 
Brooke Point High School (next to Dishpan Lane), would be 
called Courthouse Road (east?).  Since the road carried people 
out to Brooke, locals have called this Brooke Road since before 
the Civil War.  Now when I tell people to turn on Brooke Road 
by Covenant Funeral Home, they look at me like I’m a “come-
here.”  By the way, Silas K. Young’s house used to be where the funeral home now stands.  He bought it 
from Jim Ashby, who bought it from my great aunt, Bertie Green.   
 I almost forgot Walker’s Inn Hospital, which was built on the site of Walker’s Inn, once a well-
known landmark in Stafford County.  It used to be a flourishing establishment and many folks said that 
Mrs. Waller made THE BEST chicken sandwiches.  Sadly, most people today just call it Stafford 
Hospital. 
 
 With best regards, 

Rick MacGregor 
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Feature Article: 
 

The Epidemic of 1814-1815 
By Jerrilynn Eby MacGregor 

 
 As a historian, I sometimes become aware of trends or patterns as I piece together Stafford’s past.  My 
occasional work with the dedicated volunteers of Stafford County’s Cemetery Committee helped me to recognize 
one such pattern.  As we traveled around to cemeteries recording the inscriptions and other data from gravestones, 
I noticed that quite a number of people died during the winter of 1814-1815.  Work with primary source documents 
pertaining to other aspects of the county’s history brought to light a number of residents who passed away during 
this same period.  Some had obituaries, some didn’t.  Some have known burial locations, some don’t.  The 
common pattern was the time period in which they died.  There seemed to be too many deaths within a restricted 
time period to be mere coincidence. 
 The Farmer’s Repository of January 26, 1815, an agricultural magazine, included an article from the 
January 3, 1815 Richmond Enquirer newspaper.  This was titled “Extract of a letter from a gentleman in the county 
of Stafford, to his correspondent in this city dated Falmouth Jan. 3.”  This read: 
 

I have seen James Waller to-day, just from Aquia; he had been in pursuit of a Doctor to attend his 
brother William, who was taken yesterday with a complaint which has destroyed so many of our 
inhabitants.  Mr. Garnett died a few days ago at Aquia.  The distemper is distressing beyond any 
thing that you can imagine.  It takes off whole families.  I am fearful to send any of my family to 
Aquia.  John Cook lays at the point of death; his father has been down to see him, and was fearful 
to go into the house.  If the disease does not abate, I am apprehensive it will destroy the greater 
part of our inhabitants.  In King George, there was a family of ten—the whole dead except a little 
boy, who went to a neighbor’s house, after starving a day or two, and asked for some bread.  The 
neighbor asked him if he had not a plenty of bread at home; he said that his father, and the rest of 
the family were asleep, and that he could not wake them.  He was asked how long they had been 
asleep?  He said a day or two.  The neighbours went over and found nine of them dead!  They 
were so much alarmed they concluded it would be the best way to set fire to the house and burn 
them up; which was done.  Poor Andrew Leach, his wife, son and daughter, are dead.  Old Mr. 
James Steward has lost his son Stephen and his daughter Sally; his daughter Nancy is now very ill 
at Mr. Norman’s place.  Old Mr. Carpenter and his son is also dead.  Mr. Ball, just below the 
Court-house, has made 13 coffins in the course of 8 or 10 days. 
 To this the Farmer’s Repository added: 

 
The alarming disease, noticed in the above letter, has existed for several weeks in some of the 
portions of the seaboard.  In the Northern Neck, especially, it has made the greater ravages.  It 
frequently kills from 6 to 13 hours – it principally preys upon the heartiest and most robust 
patients.  The physicians are at some loss to describe or to treat it.  Some describe it as a Typhus 
fever – others as a violent inflammatory sore-throat, the most of them as a putrid sore-throat.  It 
affects the throat most violently and obstructs the circulation of the air through the wind-pipe.  In 
a few instances, as in the one above stated, the houses in which the dead have laid, have been 
burnt down to prevent the diffusion of the contagion. 

 
 The infection swept through Stafford County, affecting rich and poor, black and white.  At Edge Hill in 
Wide Water, Edward Norman (1752-1814) and his wife, Jane (Stewart) Norman (c.1756-1814), along with their 
two sons, James S. (c.1777-1814) and Matthew Norman (c.1779-1814), all died within a few days of each other 
and close to Christmas.  At Concord on Aquia Creek, Ursula (Withers) Waller (1750-1815) and her son, William 
Waller, Jr. (c.1773-1815), succumbed along with their slave, Mary Lam (c.1767-1815).  Further upstream on 
Aquia Creek, Robert King (c.1765-1814) and Catharine Green (c.1785-1815) may also have been victims.  Their 
graves are located in what’s now Wide Water Park.  Daniel Carroll Brent (1759-1815) of Richland and his brother, 
Senator Richard Brent (1757-1814), both died suddenly during this period.  These are but a very few individuals 
who passed away in this time frame and, quite possibly, from this virulent infection.   

 



          
        James S. Norman  Edward Norman              Jane Norman  Matthew Norman 
           Dec. 17, 1814     Dec. 20, 1814              Dec. 23, 1814     Dec. 24, 1814 

 
Because so few graves in Stafford are marked with inscribed tombstones, it’s not possible to know the full 

impact of the disease upon the county residents.  Another researcher has studied the Northumberland County 
probate records in an effort to estimate the number of residents in that jurisdiction who died.  Sadly, Stafford’s 
court records are missing from that period as are parish records.  Obituaries are limited in number, especially for 
residents of the northern part of the county, and those that do exist rarely provide details as to the cause of death. 

The author has also noticed a similar increase in the number of deaths in 1829.  Only further research will 
determine if another deadly infection affected the county at that time. 

 
Notes on those mentioned in the January 1815 Richmond Enquirer article: 

 
John Travers Cooke, Jr. (1787-c.1827) was the son of Col. John Travers Cooke (1755-1819) and Mary Thomson 
Mason (1762-1806) of West Farm in Wide Water.  Col. Cooke worked with Daniel Carroll Brent to supply large 
quantities of freestone for Washington, DC.  While John Cooke, Jr. was very ill, he didn’t die from the infection. 
 
Andrew Leach/Leitch (died c.1814) was the first pastor of White Oak Baptist Church after it was constituted in 
1789.  He was also a professional fisherman whose firm, Andrew Leitch and Company, fished at Tump and 
Wade’s Bar. 
 
Sarah Stewart (1760-1814) and her brother, Stephen Stewart (1784-1814), were children of James Stewart (c.1740-
1822).  They were niece and nephew to Jane (Stewart) Norman (c.1756-1814) whose gravestone is shown above. 
 
James Waller (1789-1824) was the brother of the abovementioned William Waller, Jr. (c.1773-1815).  He 
conducted a store and tavern in the town of Aquia. 

 

 

Weather Report 
“Stills Still Still?  A saw-mill in Virginia has been wrecked by a tornado, a tobacco warehouse has been destroyed 
by fire, a lighthouse has slid into the sea, and a packing house has been swept away by a flood; but no record 
exists of dire and fearful calamity ever befalling a good old Virginia moonshine still” (Richmond Times Dispatch, 
May 18, 1906). 

 
“Fredericksburg, Va.  During a severe wind and rain storm at the farm of Judge J. L. Pancoast, about two miles 
below this city in Stafford county a sudden gust of wind, with the force of a cyclone, swept up from the river, 
tearing off one end of the roof on the dairy barn, carrying part of the metal roof and framework for more than 100 
feet.  Two wooden silos were utterly demolished and a tenant house was blown down, but the occupants 
miraculously escaped injury.  In one field the corn was laid flat on the ground” (Alexandria Gazette, Aug. 5, 
1921). 

  



News from White Oak 
“A stranger went to Dr. S. L. Scott, a prominent physician of [Fredericksburg], and asked him what he would 
charge to make a visit to a patient at White Oak, in Stafford.  Dr. Scott replied $5.  ‘Can you go at once?’ said the 
stranger.  ‘Yes,’ replied the doctor.  They got in the automobile and were soon at White Oak, five miles distant 
from this city, when the stranger got out and handed Dr. Scott $5.  ‘Where is the patient?’ asked the doctor.  
‘Well,’ replied the stranger, ‘I could not get a team from the livery stable, and wanted to come over here, so I 
thought I would adopt this method of getting here.’  Dr. Scott appreciated the joke, pocketed the $5 and came 
back home and told it” (Richmond Times-Dispatch, Aug. 27, 1910). 

 
“Races Against a Horse.  Negro Loses Out by Three Minutes in Six-Mile Contest.  Fredericksburg, Va., February 
23.  Mason Williams, colored, in a race against Dr. Bass driving his horse and buggy Friday afternoon from Dr. 
Bass’s drug store on Commerce Street to Purvis’s gate, in Stafford County, and back, was only beaten three 
minutes by the horse and vehicle.  The entire distance is nearly six miles, and in order to beat Williams by even a 
small margin of the minutes, Dr. Bass was compelled to push his horse all the way” (Richmond Times-Dispatch, 
Feb. 26, 1913). 
(Note:  Purvis’s gate may have been at Little Falls) 

 

 

Speaking of White Oak 
Recently, the Historical Society received a query about the origin of the name “White Oak.”  One would 

think that the area may have acquired the name because of White Oak Run that flows through it.   The earliest use 
of the name seen thus far by the writer is in a deed of 1781 in which Jonathan Finnal (died 1792) purchased from 
William Fitzhugh (1741-1809) of Chatham 185 acres of that “certain tract whereon said Finnel now lives, it being 
part of a large tract of land known by the name of the White Oak Tract being in the head of Muddy Creek” 
(Stafford Deeds and Wills, 1780-1786, p. 50).  As part of his extensive land holdings, Fitzhugh had inherited both 
the White Oak and Muddy Creek tracts, which suggests that the name may have been in use as early as the mid-
eighteenth century (Fredericksburg Circuit Court Archives, “Randolph, Exor. vs Fitzhugh, et al”).  If any of our 
readers have thoughts about the naming of this area, we would love to hear from you. 

 

 

Economic Development in Stafford 
Until Interstate 95 permanently altered the socio-economic make-up of Stafford, many residents lived on 

small family farms where they grew their own fruits and vegetables, kept hogs, chickens, geese, and a milk cow 
or two.  A few folks, like Dr. John Churchill Gordon (1871-1949), operated small dairies that provided milk and 
cream to locals who didn’t keep their own cows.  In 1922 Dr. Gordon and a few friends set upon the idea of 
expanding the dairy business.  A notice in the Richmond Times-Dispatch of Apr. 5, 1922 reads: 

“A meeting was held at Stafford Courthouse to make plans for the organization of a cheese 
factory association and the erection of a factory near Stafford or Garrisonville.  A temporary 
organization was effected with W. G. Sneed, president; Milton Mountjoy, vice-president, and 
Churchill Gordon, secretary and treasurer…A cheese specialist from Blacksburg was present and 
outlined the procedure in starting and operating a factory.  He informed the farmers that one 
cheese factory in Prince William County had been in successful operation for the past year, and 
that this year they were putting up another factory in another locality and enlarging the one 
started last year.  He also gave as his opinion that a cheese factory in Stafford should be an 
unqualified success.” 

For whatever reason, the enthusiasm for making cheese in Stafford was short-lived and the factory never 
materialized.   
 

  



The Early Years of Automobile Travel Through 

Stafford 
In the April 2017 newsletter, we discussed Eskimo’s Diner and Garage and the early years of automobile 

travel through Stafford.  Many modern drivers utilize GPS navigational systems to find their way around, having 
abandoned the previous highway road maps.  Prior to the maps, travelers used the Official Automobile Blue Book 
to find their way through unfamiliar territory.  Publication of these early road guides commenced around 1912.  
For the most part, directions were given in a written format with mile points; the volumes contained few maps.  
The 1918 Blue Book routed southbound travelers from Dumfries to Fredericksburg: 
       Mile point 37.9—Dumfries, at stores.  Straight thru. 
       Mile point 38.0—Caution, 4-corners; turn left with travel. 
       Mile point 38.4—Right-hand road, wood house ahead on right; turn right upgrade. 
       Mile point 39.5—Fork, small store in center; bear right onto new short-cut. 
       Mile point 40.5—End of road; bear left across culvert thru the Chopawamsic Swamp. 
       Mile point 47.2—Right hand road; turn right. 
       Mile point 48.2—Garrisonville, end of road.  Turn left with travel. 
       Mile point 52.5—End of road, small store on left; turn left with travel. 
       Mile point 54.8—Mountainview, diagonal 4-corners.  Straight thru. 
       Mile point 59.5—End of road; turn right with travel.  Caution for ford 60.7.  Follow winding road. 
       Mile point 62.6—End of road, wooden church on left; turn left. 
       Mile point 62.8—Falmouth.  Straight thru.  Cross long iron bridge over Rappahannock River 62.9. 
       Mile point 63.0—End of road; turn left onto Main St. 
 
 Two interesting features of these directions include use of the spelling “Chopawamsic” and the routing of 
drivers up Garrisonville Road.  What we know today as U. S. Route 1 had not been built when this road guide was 
published.  The Telegraph Road did exist, though parts of it were not always in passable condition.  The early 
twentieth century road guides were published by a company based in New York, Chicago, and San Francisco.  
For some reason, the writers commenced using the “Chopawamsic” spelling rather than the much earlier 
“Chappawamsic.”  This newer spelling continues in use on official highway markers and maps. 
 U. S Route 1 through Stafford was constructed in the early 1920s.  Over the next twenty years, the rapid 
growth in the numbers of vehicles using the roads quickly necessitated widening Route 1 to four lanes.  Vehicular 
traffic provided business opportunities and almost immediately an assortment of filling stations, garages, 
restaurants, and tourist accommodations appeared.  Below is a picture of the Martin-Sherwyn Motor Court as it 
appeared in October 1945.  This stood on the east side of Route 1 and across that road from the Aquia Auto 
Repair Center. 
 

 
 



Special Request 
For the last 52 years, the Stafford County Historical Society has had as its goal the establishment of a 

county museum.  This is not a project for which the Society can be wholly responsible.  The physical plant, 
staffing, and artifact acquisition, maintenance, and display are far beyond our financial capabilities.  In order for 
this to become a reality, Stafford County government must take the lead and commit itself to the endeavor.  
Stafford is one of the wealthiest counties in the nation, yet we have no dedicated place to tell the story of our 
history and people.  We ask that you, our members, become involved in encouraging our county authorities to 
undertake this as a worthwhile and necessary project.  You can help by: 

--telephoning or writing letters to your supervisors 
--speaking at meetings of the Board of Supervisors 
--writing editorials for the Free Lance-Star 
--appearing at candidates’ forums and asking them about their plans for a Stafford County museum 
 

 

They Called Stafford Home 
 

Meet Dr. John Churchill Gordon (1871-1949).  He was the son of Dr. John Churchill 
Gordon (1831-1919) and Mary Beale Pegram (1841-1912) of Albemarle County.  John 
graduated from the University of Virginia’s Medical School in 1908 and came to 
Stafford to fill a vacancy left by the death of local physician Dr. Ralph W. Hill (1883-
1916).  He married Cornelia Rebecca Borst (1880-1949) and lived on a farm now 
occupied by the Giant Food store and Home Depot on Garrisonville Road.  In addition 
to providing medical services to the community for nearly fifty years, he also served as 
county coroner and operated a dairy business on his farm.  Dr. Gordon was the brother 
of Stafford County Surveyor, George L. Gordon, Sr. (1862-1952) and the uncle of 
Stafford’s Commissioner of the Revenue, George L. Gordon, Jr. (1918-2008). 

 
Be sure to check the SCHS website for the Historical Figure of the Week and meet more interesting folks who 
called Stafford home.  The address is www.staffordhistorical.org. 

 

 

Bulletin Board 
Upcoming Meetings:  Our July 20, 2017 meeting will be a MEMBERS (AND THEIR GUESTS) ONLY 
field trip to Shelton’s Cottage.  This will commence at 6:30 p.m. and will take the place of our regular July 
meeting at the administration center.   On Aug. 18, 2017, we will meet at 7:30 p.m. in the Board of Supervisors’ 
Chambers in the George L. Gordon Government Center.  Glenn Trimmer will discuss progress at the Stafford 
Civil War Park.  Instead of our regular meeting in September, we will participate in “Yankees in Falmouth.”  This 
annual event will be held Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 9 and 10. 

 
Newsletter Dissemination:  Successful dissemination of our newsletter requires that we have your 
current email address or that we are made aware of your specific lack of access to a computer.  Please contact 
Doris McAdams at (dmac200592@msn.com) or 540-720-1321. 

 

Dues are past due! 
Dues for 2017 were due January 1st.  Membership benefits include a subscription to the newsletter, access to the 
Members Only section of our web site and participation at special events.  Renew today so you’ll be sure not to 
miss out on any of our 2017 activities.  Mail your check or money order made payable to Stafford County 
Historical Society (SCHS) to: 
 
 Treasurer 
 Stafford County Historical Society 
 P. O. Box 1664 
 Stafford, VA  22555 



 

Not a Member?  Join Today!  We offer the following types of 

membership: 

 
 $15 Individual Annual Dues   $5 Student 
 $25 Family Annual Dues   $200 Individual Life Member 

 
Please make checks payable to Stafford County Historical Society and mail them and the completed form 
(below) to the Treasurer at: 

Stafford County Historical Society 

P. O. Box 1664 

Stafford, VA  22555 

 
Name _________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

City ___________________  State ___________  Zip ________________ 

Phone  (           )  __________ - _____________ 

Email  ________________________________________________________ 
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