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The President’s Pen

WELCOME, READERS. As some of you have probably noticed, we are

experimenting with a new layout and a new name for the newsletter.

Nothing is set in stone, though, and we might make additional changes in future

editions. 

We don’t plan to make any major changes, however, in the type of content that

we publish. That is, we hope to continue offering a feature article supplemented

by shorter items. We also plan to continue publishing about three editions per year.

Regrettably, color requires too much memory. It makes the newsletter slow to

download and more expensive to print. So it’s black and white, for now.

 As for this edition, we hope you enjoy the feature article on Lot 61 of

Falmouth. Life member Mark Burton researched the history of the lot while

researching the Burton family of Stafford. He’s also written an update of the 2013

newsletter article he wrote on the Widow Burton.

In addition, my wife Jerrilynn has written a nice article on the original

“Scribbler.” In the future, if not sooner, a New Scribbler might occasionally

publish odd or humorous items in these pages.

Finally, this issue of the newsletter is dedicated to the memory of the late Al

Connor, and includes an article on Al and a memorial on the back cover.

Rick MacGregor, President

SCHS News is published by the Stafford County Historical Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization founded in 1965.

The Society’s mailing address is Post Office Box 1664, Stafford, Virginia 22555.

The Web site is http://www.staffordhistorical.org
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LOT 61 was one of the original half-acre lots in Fal-

mouth, Virginia. Its location and ownership have been

of special interest to local historians for many years. 

For example, in an undated article on the original town

plan of Falmouth, published in the late 20  century, Paulath

Felder highlighted Lot 61, stating that “somehow, this

parcel had clung to its original identity for more than two

centuries and…provided confirmation of Falmouth’s

original boundaries.” More recently, on page 206 of his

book Virginia Shade, Norman Schools

indicates that Little Shiloh Baptist

Church was built on part of Lot 61. I

also refer to the property numerous

times in my four-volume chronology

Burtons of Stafford, 1680-1930.

But had Lot 61 really remained

intact from 1728 to the mid-20th cen-

tury, as Felder seemed to suggest? And

was Little Shiloh Baptist Church really

built on part of Lot 61? The key to

solving both of these mini-mysteries is

an 1816 deed that might have been

lost to history had it not been re-re-

corded in an 1870s deed book, but I’ll

get to that later…. 

As it turns out, Lot 61 had not

remained intact until the 20  century,th

and no church has ever been built on

it. Yet it is hard to cast blame on Feld-

er or Schools, for the title history of Lot 61 is a researcher’s

nightmare, replete with misleading deed references, an

unrecorded lot division, confusing parcel designations and

unexplained alterations in lot sizes. 

In the beginning, however, things started off simply

enough. The original Lot 61 was first owned by Charles

Carter, Sr. (one of the original trustees of Falmouth). His

son, Charles Carter, Jr., apparently inherited it, although I

don’t know when.

Then, according to Deed UU-94, reportedly recorded

in May 1816, Charles L. Carter and Mary, his wife, sold Lot

Number 61, formerly the property of the father of Charles

L. Carter, to Henry Minor and James Cole for $50. The lot

was bounded on the east by Lot 62, on the north by the

northernmost boundary of the Town of Falmouth, on the

west by Cambridge Street, and on the

south by Lot 54. It contained half an

acre.

And this is where the problems

begin. First, Deed Book UU contains

deeds from the 1870s, not from 1816.

Of course, it’s good that we still have

a copy of the 1816 deed, but it’s not

located where a researcher would

expect to find it.

Second, later deeds related to Lot

61 often mention Henry Minor (a

former slave who had purchased his

own freedom in 1815) but rarely men-

tion co-owner James Cole. Why? 

In short, it’s because the original

lot was split into two separate parcels.

Minor had died by 16 July 1825 (see

Deed GG-197), but his heirs retained

ownership of the northern half of the

original lot. James Cole sold the southern half of Lot 61 to

Murray Forbes on 1 September 1827, according to Deed

GG-466. 

Presumably, Cole and Minor’s heirs had agreed to split

the original half-acre parcel into two separately-owned,

quarter-acre parcels, but apparently did not record the split

Feature Article

The Mystery of Lot 61
Part 1

By Mark Burton

Stafford County Office of Geographic Information Systems.

This 2014 aerial photo shows how Lot 61
was divided, but it’s not known how or
when the lots were expanded to include
land to the east.
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in a deed. To make matters worse, later deeds do not make

this split clear. 

Instead, the northern half of the original lot continued

to be referred to as Lot 61 well into the 20  century. Theth

southern half of the lot, however, became known as the

“28 Forbes” lot throughout the remainder of the 19th

century, even though there was another Lot 28 in Falmouth

at that time. 

So, to understand the history of Lot 61, one has to

perform title searches on two lots, not one. I did just that,

but the results will have to wait until next time. (To be

continued….)

Mark Burton is a life member of the Stafford County Historical

Society. For more information on Lot 61, see Mark’s four-volume

chronology Burtons of Stafford: 1680 to 1930 (2014).

__________________

An Update on the Widow Burton

By Mark Burton

ICANNOT believe it’s been three years since I published

an article on the Widow Burton in the newsletter.

(Volume XXXIII, Numbers 2-4, October 2013). Some

readers might remember that she was Willie Ann Monroe

Burton (circa 1821-1895), whose husband Richard had died

just before the Civil War in 1860, leaving her with seven

children.

Her house in southern Stafford near the Rappahannock

River was the closest one to the tactically important U.S.

Ford. On at least one Civil War era map, her home is

marked as that of “The Widow Burton.” Union General

Joseph Hooker and his army stopped by her place on his

way to the Battle of Chancellorsville. He stopped again on

the way back and turned her home into a bloody field

hospital.

Regrettably, I never came across the names of Willie

Ann’s parents. Two other researchers, however, have

recently informed me that her parents were James Monroe,

Sr. (1789-1808) and Sarah Ann “Nancy” Curtis (1790-1858).

This information is highly plausible but I caution readers

that I still don’t have any original sources citing her parents.

In addition, Chris Burton and some others have

discovered a 1936 Works Progress Administration (WPA)

report at the Library of Virginia that includes what could be

a 1930s photograph of Willie Ann’s house. The subject of

the report is the “Kelly Home” in Stafford, a one-story log

house with four windows, which was estimated to have

been built circa 1830. A porch connecting the home to the

old kitchen had been demolished. At the time of the report,

the house itself had recently been renovated.

The report, dated 6 November 1936, was researched by

Julia Heflin of Cropp, Virginia, for the Virginia W.P.A.

Historical Inventory Project. Informants for the report

included Mrs. Lillie Smith and Mrs. Hazzel (sic) Burton,

both of Berea, Virginia. Hazzel was probably Leatha Ann

Moxley Burton (1858/9-1939), wife of Haswell Burton

(1854-1940), who was a son of Richard and Willie Ann.

Interestingly, the report mentions that the house had

been used as a hospital during the Battle of Chancellorsville

and that, even in 1936 and even after the renovations,

blood stains could still be seen on the floor. The report

doesn’t say who built the house, but it notes that Richard

Burton was one of the owners and had purchased about

150 acres from a Mr. Porch. 

At first glance, these details seem to confirm that this

was, indeed, the Widow Burton’s house. It’s possible, of

course, that other homes in the area might also have been

used as field hospitals during or after the battle. In addition,

Library of Virginia

This is probably a photograph of the Widow Burton’s
house, from a 1936 WPA report.
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Richard Burton had a nephew, also named Richard Burton,

who had lived nearby. So is the house in the report really

that of Willie Ann?

The clincher, I think, is the name Kelly. The report

indicates that Richard Burton sold the house to a Mr. Kelly,

who later sold it to Clyde Haslip of Washington, D.C. (who

was the owner in 1936). My research into the Burton

family, however, indicates that this might not be entirely

accurate.

If it was Willie Ann’s house, her daughter Pemily (circa

1851-1927) had inherited it after Willie Ann’s death in 1895.

And Pemily married a James M. Kelly (or

Kelley) in 1904. So Kelly/Kelley

presumably inherited the house from

Pemily after her death in 1927. 

The report, then, is probably wrong

about Richard selling the house to Kelly.

Nevertheless, all of these details

combined indicate that the report can

only be about Willie Ann’s house and no

other. If only I had had the photograph

of the house before I published my

chronology of Stafford Burtons! 

I thank Chris Burton, by the way, for

letting me know about the WPA report.

For more on Willie Ann and her family, see

Mark’s four-volume chronology Burtons of

Stafford: 1680 to 1930 (2014).

__________________

The Original “Scribbler”

Part 1

by Jerrilynn Eby MacGregor

FROM 1899 through 1911, readers of the Fredericksburg

Star and the Free Lance newspapers were informed and

amused by weekly articles penned by “Scribbler.” Columns

written by local correspondents, nearly always signed with

a pen name or initials, were popular and kept readers up to

date with events in their own communities. Many of these

were limited to who was visiting whom and who was sick

or recovering from illness. Scribbler was far broader in his

reporting and included local political satire, fishing and

farming reports, interesting activities at Stafford

Courthouse, and humorous observations of the lives of

Stafford residents. Taken as a group, Scribbler’s newspaper

columns present a brilliant window on life in Stafford

during this period.

Scribbler was Charles Adams Bryan (1849-1918), Clerk

of the Circuit Court in Stafford. He was known to his

friends as Ad. Although his earliest

efforts under the Scribbler name dated

from 1899, his distinctive style and

humor appear in unsigned articles

published several years earlier. 

In 1858, young Charles and his

family settled in Stafford on Richard’s

Hill, also known as Ingleside. This

property adjoined Belmont on the

outskirts of Falmouth. His father was

Richard Hughlett Bryan (1821-1906),

who had been a commission grain

merchant in Maryland. Educated at

Dickinson College in Pennsylvania,

Richard had worked as a teacher prior to

entering the grain business.

Not long after the Bryans moved to

Stafford, the Civil War erupted. Each

time the Federal forces pulled back,

Charles and his friend, Joseph B. Ficklen,

Jr., would take a horse-drawn cart to the

vacated camps and collect discarded

horseshoes, tools, and other metal items. The iron alone

netted them four to five cents per pound. 

The Bryans remained on their farm for almost two

years after the war commenced. Charles later wrote, “In

April 1862…your correspondent, a boy of 13, helped

members of the 40  Virginia Infty., Brockenbrough’sth

regiment place pine wood smeared with tar in the wooden

piers [of the Falmouth Bridge], and saw the cavalry, 9  Va.,th

scuttle across the bridge whilst it was being fired. One poor

fellow reached the bridge too late, so was compelled to

leave his horse and save his bacon, or save being made

Jerrilynn Eby MacGregor

This is a photograph of a portrait of
Charles Adams Bryan, who wrote
under the pseudonym “Scribbler”
around the turn of the 20  century.th
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bacon by running through the flames, ‘tis needless to say

‘Yank got that critter.’”

Avowed Unionists, in 1863 the Bryans left Stafford

with the Federal army and went back to Maryland where

they had family. After the peace, they returned to their

home in Stafford, only to discover that it and their farm

had been picked clean by Union forces. Richard Bryan

submitted a request to the Southern Claims Commission to

be paid for a large quantity of timber, building materials,

and personal property. Despite there being no question

about Bryan’s loyalty to the Union, the Commission paid

him only part of what he’d claimed. As a result, Bryan was

unable to complete payment on his farm and lost it. 

The family then moved to a house near Stafford

Courthouse where Richard and Charles found work with

the court. Their property here was bordered by Hope Road

on the north, Route 1 on the west, and Courthouse Road

on the south. Their home stood to the immediate south of

the present Valero convenience store. Although Charles

had only two years of formal education, he was an avid

reader and studied law. (To be continued….)

Jerrilynn Eby MacGregor is both the Secretary and the Historian of

the Stafford County Historical Society. She is a speaker and author

who has written numerous books on Stafford County history, including

her most recent, Land of Herrings and Persimmons: People

and Places of Upper Stafford County, Virginia.

__________________

Remembering Al Connor

by Jerrilynn Macgregor

ALBERT Z. CONNOR passed away on May 20, 2016.

Many years ago, he came to a meeting of the Stafford

County Historical Society because he hadn’t anything better

to do that evening. Luckily for us, he decided to join and

remained a member for the rest of his life. He and his wife,

Jane, helped to make our organization the vibrant,

successful entity it is. 

Al authored two books on Stafford County—A History

of Our Own: Stafford County, Virginia (2003) and Seizing

Destiny: The Army of the Potomac’s “Valley Forge” and the Civil

War Winter that Saved the Union (2016). Profits from this

second volume will be placed in a dedicated fund for the

support and preservation of Civil War sites in Stafford. 

He donated his time to speak to countless school

classes and civic organizations, nearly always about Stafford,

and sometimes about the Civil War, for which he was a

recognized scholar. Al served four terms as president of the

Historical Society and published the organization’s

newsletter from October 2004 through July 2015. He was

president of the Moncure Conway House Foundation and

for many years volunteered at Chatham. 

Long a supporter of the establishment of a Stafford

County Museum, Al dedicated many years to working with

the county administration in an effort to make this a reality.

When it became evident that Stafford was not to have a

museum any time soon, he created the text and collected

the images used in the online “virtual museum.” Our

Society has lost a vital strategic planner and a dear friend.

__________________

Rumor Has It…

A New Old Cemetery?

RUMOR HAS it that a cemetery was discovered in late

2015 or early 2016 near Holly Corner and the

Rappahannock River. According to one source, it was

discovered by hunters and might be a Monroe family

cemetery. Another source indicates that it has readable

tombstones with names and dates.

If anyone knows more about this cemetery and would

like to write an article on it for the newsletter, please let us

know.

THE NEW SCRIBBLER     

__________________

VISIT  US  ON  THE  WEB!

www.staffordhistorical.org
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I M P O R T A N T   N O T I C E S

NEXT MEETING: On 21 July 2016, we will have our annual picnic in lieu of our usual monthly meeting. David Berreth has

graciously invited the SCHS to again use Belmont's lovely activities building. THIS IS A MEMBERS ONLY EVENT AND

BEGINS AT 6:30 RATHER THAN OUR REGULAR 7:30 TIME. Please bring a dish to share. Beate Jensen will do a

program about Corinne Melchers' gardens at Belmont.

NEWSLETTER DISSEMINATION. Successful electronic dissemination of our newsletter requires that we have your current and

accurate email address or that we are made aware of your specific lack of access to a computer. Contact Doris McAdams

(dmac200592@msn.com). 

GET INVOLVED! We encourage you to volunteer your skills and talents to further the work of the SCHS. Please contact

President Rick MacGregor. (Contact information is on our Web site.) We need you, your skills and your interests to further

the rich heritage and history of Stafford County!

MEMBERSHIP DUES. Dues for 2016 are past due. Dues for 2017 will be due January 1 . Please don’t forget so you won’t missst

out on any of our group activities, will have access to the “members only” section of our Web site and will receive the

newsletter. Mail your check made out to Stafford County Historical Society to: 

Treasurer 

Stafford County Historical Society

P.O. Box 1664

Stafford, VA  22555

NOT A MEMBER? JOIN TODAY! If you are currently not a member of SCHS, we would love to have you join the Society. We

offer the following types of membership:

$15 Individual Annual Dues 

$25 Family Annual Dues

$5 Student

$200 Life Member

Please make checks out to Stafford County Historical Society and mail them and the completed form (below) to the Treasurer at

the address above.

Name__________________________________

Address________________________________

City______________State_____Zip__________

Phone (      ) _____ - _______

E-mail _________________________________



           IN MEMORIAM

THIS ISSUE of SCHS News is dedicated to the memory of the

late Al Connor, who had been a life member and former

president of the Stafford County Historical Society. We are

grateful for the many years of effort that Al devoted to producing

this very newsletter, and for his many other contributions to the

Society and to the preservation of Stafford history in general. He

will be greatly missed. We extend our condolences to all of his

loved ones and especially to his wife Jane.

STAFFORD COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P O BOX 1664
STAFFORD, VA  22555

Albert Z. Connor

Place
Stamp
Here


