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Chatham image by Alan Zirkle 

Dear Members, 

 

Happy New Year! It’s hard to believe that the Stafford County 350
th

 celebration has 

come and gone. It seems like just a blur. Many thanks to all of the people on the 

350
th

 committee, in the local organizations, and the county government who made 

this happen. 

 

Also, I cannot thank each of you enough who helped make it a successful year for 

our society. We did very well with merchandise sales, but even more important was 

our presence before the public. There was a great deal of interest in our displays 

and many questions were asked about our history. We also heard many, “Wow, I 

didn’t know that!” The “wows” were very rewarding. So many folks were amazed 

and pleased that some of the history was literally right in their backyard. We met 

many new friends and learned of even more historic sights and aspects of our 

county. 

 

Thanks to our board members Jim Brown and Art Hart and England Run Library 

Branch Manager Martha Hutzel we were able to make good use of generous 

donations given in memory of Mr. J. Douglas Bradshaw. These donations made 

possible the establishment of a special section in the England Run Library that 

includes genealogical and local history references. (See image at end of Newsletter.) 
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Jane Conner has a great list of programs lined up for 2015 so I hope to see each of 

you soon. 

 

       Rick MacGregor, President 

_________________________________ 

IImmppoorrttaanntt  NNoottiicceess  ttoo  MMeemmbbeerrss::  

  

AANNNNUUAALL  DDUUEESS  ((iinncclluuddiinngg  AANNNNUUAALL,,  FFAAMMIILLYY  aanndd  SSTTUUDDEENNTT))  AARREE  NNOOWW  

DDUUEE!!!!!!    MMAAIILL  TTHHEEMM  TTOO  SSCCHHSS,,  PPOO..  BBOOXX  11666644,,  SSTTAAFFFFOORRDD,,  VVAA  2222555555..  

QQuueessttiioonnss??  CCoonnttaacctt  DDoorriiss  MMccAAddaammss  ((ddmmaacc220000559922@@mmssnn..ccoomm))  

    

SSuucccceessssffuull  EElleeccttrroonniicc  DDiisssseemmiinnaattiioonn  ooff  oouurr  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  rreeqquuiirreess  tthhaatt  wwee  hhaavvee  yyoouurr  

ccuurrrreenntt  aanndd  aaccccuurraattee  EE--mmaaiill  AAddddrreessss  oorr  tthhaatt  wwee  aarree  mmaaddee  aawwaarree  ooff  yyoouurr  ssppeecciiffiicc  

llaacckk  ooff  aacccceessss  ttoo  aa  CCoommppuutteerr..  CCoonnttaacctt  JJaannee  CCoonnnneerr  ((jjaanneeccoonnnneerr112233@@aaooll..ccoomm))  aanndd  

DDoorriiss  MMccAAddaammss  ((ddmmaacc220000559922@@mmssnn..ccoomm))    

________________________________________________________  

Feature Article: More Stafford 350
th

 Anniversary Black History Wall and More 

Historical Markers Dedicated 

On November 1, 2014, the Stafford 350th commemorations and celebrations 

wrapped up with the dedication of the Rowser Wall of African American History at 

the Rowser Building. The dedication was complemented by the Trail to Freedom 

Bus Tour (including stops at Chatham, Aquia Landing and Stafford's Historic 

Black Churches); and the launch of the "Trail to Freedom" exhibit in the Stafford 

Virtual Museum. Additional markers were recently added at the Rowser Building 

and Historic Black Churches. Other markers with different topics had been 

dedicated at Stafford Courthouse, Dixon-Smith Middle School, and Mine Road. 

  

OOuurr  NNeexxtt  TThhrreeee  MMeeeettiinnggss  
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Our 2015 Meetings will continue to highlight Stafford’s amazing prehistory and 

history…roughly in chronological order. A number of our meetings this year will feature 

specials aspects relating to history and human senses. Bring your friends and don’t miss a 

single talk! 

 

Thursday, January 15, 2015: Stafford’s Gordon Government Center renowned Stafford 

historian and "Keeper of the Knowledge" Jerrilynn Eby MacGregor, will speak on 

"Stafford's Historic Aquia Creek. " Refreshments. 

 

Thursday, February 19, 2015: Stafford’s Gordon Government Center at 7:30 p.m. 

"Keepers of the Knowledge" Al Conner and Frank White will speak on "Civil War 

Reconstruction in Stafford and the Roles of the Black Churches in Developing Black 

Community and Civil Rights" in the county. Refreshments. 

Saturday, March 28, 2015: On-Site Visit to Joady Chaplin's historic "Peyton House" on 

Locust Grove Farm (built 1824 and Civil War associations) at 2:00 p.m. Address: 54 Locust 

Grove Farm Road, Falmouth 22405. Details to be announced. Refreshments. 

NNeeww  MMeemmbbeerrss::  We welcome the following new members since October's Newsletter: 

Ken L. Smith-Christmas; Philip E. Hornung; Luanne and Thomas King; Joseph and Siham 

Alfred. Thanks for your commitment to Stafford’s history! 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Untold Stories of Stafford’s Civil War 

“New” Stafford Civil War Faces, Places, Artifacts, Names and Stories 
 
Our substantial Stafford History Digital Archives has continued to grow. We’re spending more time and 
effort researching the images, which will play a significant part in Stafford Museum displays and films.  

 

Mark Burton © 2014 

 
THE BURTON MUSKET AND LONG KNIFE. Named for the family that has owned and preserved them 

for a century and a half, the Burton Musket and Long Knife provide hard evidence in support of a story 

about a Confederate soldier who was wounded and died in or near Falmouth during the latter half of 

the Civil War. 

 

The Mystery of the Burton Musket 
By Mark Burton 

 
here is an old Civil War story that has been passed down from generation to 
generation in the Burton family, who have lived in Stafford since the 17th century. I 
thought I should pass this story along before I get too old to remember the details and 

before the sesquicentennial is but a memory itself. 
 It is a story short on details and long on speculation. It’s about a Confederate soldier 
who made his way across the Rappahannock during the latter half of the war, at some 
point between 1863 and 1865. Somehow, some way, he got wounded and ended up in a 
gully or ditch, reportedly behind the home of one or more of my ancestors. Which home 
and which ancestor(s) I do not know. 
 As the story goes, one or more of my ancestors covered the wounded Reb with 
leaves, perhaps to keep him warm or perhaps to camouflage him from Union eyes. I 
presume that the soldier was not taken inside the house because to do so might have been 
considered an act of treason, punishable by death. I find it interesting, though, that my 
ancestors did not betray him to the Union troops. 
 I don’t know how the soldier was wounded or how he managed to avoid capture, but 
he was apparently in no condition to make it back across the river. The poor fellow ended 
up dying in that gully, but not before giving his name, and the name and address of his 
family, to my ancestor(s). Unfortunately, by the time this story was passed down to me, 
those names had been lost, becoming yet another Falmouth history mystery. 
 My parents and grandparents remembered that the soldier was from a southern state 
other than Virginia, but they didn’t know which one. They also remembered that my 
ancestors had attempted to contact the soldier’s family, but it’s not known if they were 
successful. 
 Before he died, the soldier might also have said that he was a “scout for Lee,” 
although this might just have been speculation on the part of one of my ancestors. In any 

T



 5

case, we had always assumed that “Lee” referred to General Robert E. Lee, but that is not 
necessarily so. I’m no Civil War expert, but I’ve read that another Lee commanded a 
cavalry unit that raided southern Stafford during the Union occupation. 
 Well, that’s just about all that I remember of the story. A few years ago, however, 
when I mentioned this story in a conversation, the Historical Society’s own Herbert 
Brooks told me that human remains had been uncovered during the 1930s when sewer 
lines were being installed in Old Falmouth. 
 Herbert added that his father, St. Clair Brooks, and another man re-buried the remains 
in Union Church cemetery, and that the remains were apparently never identified. I don’t 
know, then, if the remains were those of the Confederate soldier, but it’s an intriguing 
possibility. 
 
 Given such sparse details, some might be tempted to question the veracity of this 
entire story. Indeed, I might doubt it myself, had my relatives not kept the soldier’s 
musket and long knife, and passed them down from generation to generation as family 
heirlooms, along with the story itself. 
 It is the musket, you see—which was manufactured in Richmond in 1863—that lets 
us know the soldier had not died in 1861 or 1862. And thanks to D. P. Newton’s keen eye 
and remarkable expertise, we now know that the long knife had been fashioned from a 
metal file, which Newton says was a fairly common practice among Confederates. Both 
pieces, then, are genuine Confederate artifacts that lend significant credibility to an 
otherwise shaky account. 
 That concludes the story of the Burton Musket which, along with the knife, still hang 
on a wall in my parents’ house—haunting reminders of an unknown soldier and the 
grievous consequences of war. 
 

__________________ 
  
Mark Burton is a life member of the Stafford County Historical Society and the 

author of Burtons of Stafford, 1680-1930, a four-volume chronology of one of the 

oldest families in Stafford County, Virginia. We congratulate him on his publishing 

achievement and thank him for sharing this story. 

 

We have also heard from SCHS life member and last surviving charter member of 

the Civil War Round Table of Fredericksburg, Charlie McDaniel, who has 

assembled information and documents on his Civil War ancestor for a similar 

article. We hope that other Society members will add to this growing collection of 

stories for our publications. All Stafford connected stories -- Confederate or Union, 

Male or Female, African American, Native American, or whatever -- are welcome.  

 

 

(Next Page) The Bradshaw Genealogical Research Collection, donated to the 

Society, is the basis for a research station at England Run Library. 
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The Society is attempting to locate missing back issues of our newsletters in order to 
create a complete collection of these documents. Please check your personal collections 
and see if you have any of the issues listed below. If you find one or more on the list, they 
can be scanned and emailed to: 
 
staffordhistory1@verizon.net 
 
If you prefer, Xeroxed copies may be mailed to: 
Jerrilynn E. MacGregor 
P. O. Box 301 
Garrisonville, VA  22463 
 
Missing newsletters: 
 
All issues published between January 1975 and April 1981. 
July 1992 
January 1993 
All issues published in 1994 and 1995 
January and April 1996 
January 1998 
January and April 1999 
April 2003 
July and October 2005 
April, July, and October 2006 
January 2007 
April and October 2010 
January and April 2011 
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Membership Application 
Name____________________________ 
Address__________________________ 
City______________State_____Zip___ 
Phone (    ) ___ - _____ 
E-mail ___________________________ 
Please mail completed form and check for either: $15 (Annual Dues); $25 (Family Annual Dues); 
$5 (Student) or $200 (Life Member) to: 
 Treasurer  
 Stafford County Historical Society 
 P.O. Box 1664 
 Stafford, VA 22555 
__________________________________ 

Next Meeting: Thursday, January 15, 2015: Stafford’s Gordon Government Center at 7:30 

p.m. Renowned Stafford historian Jerrilynn Eby MacGregor will speak on "Stafford's 

Historic Aquia Creek.” Refreshments. 

 

 

 

Stafford County  

Historical Society 
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Stafford, Virginia 22555 
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