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The President’s Pen 
 

Dear Friends, 

Progress has its price.  The old corner property marker shown 

below has stood peacefully for at least 200 years.  Since the 1960s, it has 

been in the median of I-95.  With the eventual construction of the new 

FASTLANE widening, this monument and another blank one nearby will 

need to be removed.  Negotiations are ongoing between VDOT and 

Stafford County in hopes that these hand-carved Aquia freestone relics 

of the past can be relocated to the Stafford Courthouse grounds where 

they can be enjoyed by Stafford’s citizens.  The carved initials on the 

faces of the one marker are for Thomas Towson (1774-1861), Alexander 

Gaddess (c1767-1815), and Robert Steuart (c.1746-1926).  These three 

men provided stone for construction of Washington, DC.  Towson is  

believed to have been the largest single supplier of stone, both marble  

and freestone, for Washington. 

Mark Burton, who did such a great job with our two previous 

newsletters, has been ill and unable to do the first one of 2017.  We 

couldn’t duplicate his creativity and artistic layout in this issue, but 

hope you’ll find items of interest nonetheless.  We wish him a speedy  

recovery. 

 

Rick MacGregor 

President 

 

 
 

SCHS News is published by the Stafford County Historical Society, a non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization founded in 

1965.  The Society’s mailing address is Post Office Box 1664, Stafford, Virginia  22555. 

The Society’s web address is www.staffordhistorical.org 
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Fountain Peyton (1861Fountain Peyton (1861Fountain Peyton (1861Fountain Peyton (1861----1951)1951)1951)1951)    
 

By Jerrilynn Eby MacGregor 

 

Many slaves lived in Stafford, but the names of most have been lost to history.  A number of those 

who were able to leave the county and settle in Washington or elsewhere became successful.  Fountain 

Peyton was one such man.  Born a slave in Stafford, he became a successful attorney in Washington, DC.  

This article is based upon material found in The Washington Bee, a newspaper that served Washington’s 

Negro population during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.  The author has supplemented 

the material contained therein. 

 

 Fountain Peyton was born a slave in Stafford County, the son of Wingfield Peyton and Mary (Whiting) 

Peyton (born c.1838).  Mary was born and raised in the Clift and Moncure families.  When she was about 

twenty years of age, a death in her owner’s family resulted in her being sold to a slave trader who sent her 

to Richmond preparatory to shipping her to the Red River territory by way of New Orleans.  Separated from 

her home and family, all seemed lost until she was informed that Benjamin Wamsley, who lived in the 

general vicinity of her former home in Stafford, had purchased her.  She was brought back to Stafford and 

reunited with her family and friends.  About a year later, she married Wingfield Peyton.  He had been born 

on the Wamsley plantation.  Fountain was born there in 1861. 

 During the Civil War, Fountain’s father was taken south by the Confederates.  Mary seized the 

opportunity to escape to Washington, taking little Fountain with her.  Arriving in Washington, they were 

classed by the Union army as “Contrabands of war.”  Mary and Fountain endured all the hardships that 

befell the other contrabands who came there under like circumstances.  Nothing more is known of Mary 

Peyton. 

 At age six, Fountain commenced school in Washington and proved to be an exceptionally bright child.  

As he grew older, he partially supported himself by selling newspapers.  His ambition from childhood was to 

become a lawyer.  After eight years of public school, he entered Wayland Seminary, a school established by 

the Baptist Home Mission Society.  He paid his fees by teaching grammar and mathematics there.  

Subsequently, he was accepted at Howard University, but soon discovered that while competent in math 

and English, he didn’t have enough training in the classical languages.  Fountain left Howard and became a 

teacher at Leonardtown, Maryland, a position he held for five years.  Presumably, he used this time to 

become familiar with those subjects he was lacking.  Fountain then passed his Civil Service exam and took a 

job as a letter carrier in Washington.  He reapplied to Howard University and was accepted into the law 

program there.  His job with the post office took most of his time and he struggled to attend class and study.  

“Even the lecture hour was the hour for collecting mail; but he would remain to hear the lecture, then seize 

his mailbag and run all over the route in order to get in at the post office on schedule.” 

 On April 26, 1890 Fountain graduated from Howard, third in his class of fourteen.  He immediately 

opened an office and commenced his law practice.  One of about three Negro attorneys in the District of 

Columbia at that time, he quickly became noted as a successful criminal defense lawyer.  Fountain was the 

first black lawyer to argue a case in the Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia and was the first black 

Examiner in Chancery for Washington.  He was appointed to the city’s School Board in 1915 and by 1918 was 

chairman.  He served on the board until at least 1919. 

 

 



Who was Shelton and Where Was His Shop?Who was Shelton and Where Was His Shop?Who was Shelton and Where Was His Shop?Who was Shelton and Where Was His Shop?    
 

 Over the years, several people have asked about the location and history of Shelton’s Shop.  Only 

recently was the writer informed by long-time county resident, Mr. Kenny Kendall, of the location of 

Shelton’s blacksmith shop.  Shelton Shop Road (Route 648) is named for Gustavus “Gusty” Thomas Shelton 

(1874-1967) who ran a blacksmith shop at the corner of that road and Winding Creek Road.  The house at 

139 Shelton Shop Road now stands where the blacksmith shop was located. 

 Gustavus was the son of Mason C. Shelton (c.1841-after 1920) and Nancy Jane Dixon who were living in 

Falmouth District at the time of the 1880 census.  Gusty married Elnora Shelton (1872-1921), the daughter 

of Rolly Travis Shelton (1848-1935).  Gusty and Elnora are buried at Mt. Ararat Baptist Church.  We extend 

our grateful appreciation to Mr. Kendall for this valuable information. 

 

Weather Report 
 

“The heavy and continuous rain of the past few days resulted in a tremendous freshet in the Rappahannock 

River, the like of which has not been known since 1814.  On Wednesday morning, the swollen, turbid mass 

of water, increasing rapidly in height and volume, raged onward with such force as to sweep away panel 

after panel of the Falmouth Bridge, which with similar velocity, borne down by the impetuous current, struck 

the Chatham Bridge…and carried off about one-third of that structure…In a few hours the whole of 

Falmouth Bridge had disappeared, and from bank to bank surged the restless tide of waters… Captain 

Stevens we believe, was accidentally carried down the river on a portion of Falmouth Bridge, but rescued 

near French John’s after an exciting involuntary voyage” (Fredericksburg News, Apr. 12, 1861).   

 

“STORMS.—A destructive storm of rain, wind and hail passed over portions of Stafford county, last Saturday 

afternoon, about sundown between Potomac Run and Brooke Station, which did considerable damage to 

growing crops and vegetation.  A mule belonging to Dr. L. Ashton hitched to a wagon and standing in the 

road was killed by lightning.  The team was in charge of Wm. Murry who had taken refuge from the storm in 

a cabin near by.  The mate of the mule killed was unhurt and apparently unshocked by the stroke.  Sunday 

night is credited with being the coldest night for this season of the year ever known in Fredericksburg by the 

oldest inhabitant.  The heavy hail that fell on Stafford Saturday evening caused the crisp atmosphere” 

(Alexandria Gazette, July 28, 1891). 

 

“The rains of the last three days caused a rise of twenty-one feet in the Rappahannock, the highest freshet 

since the flood of June, 1889.  A large quantity of corn on the lowlands along the river was destroyed.  

Flatford & Masters lost about 5,000 railroad ties, and Ball & Kerr lost 3,000 sawlogs carried away.  The 

Falmouth bridge spanning the Rappahannock was injured, and other property along the river was damaged” 

(Washington Post, Sept. 16, 1893). 

 

In Memoriam 
 

We are greatly saddened by the loss of SCHS Life Member Herbert Cole Brooks.  A generational resident of 

Falmouth, he was the unofficial but very knowledgeable historian of that village.  His ready smile, kind heart, 

and love for Falmouth’s residents and history are irreplaceable.  

 

 



New Signs on I-95 for the Stafford Civil War Park 

 
Glenn Trimmer has extended his thanks to the Stafford County Historical Society for helping him obtain large 

signs on Interstate-95 to direct motorists to Exit 140 and the Stafford Civil War Park.  Successful completion 

of this project took many months and involved numerous people from the state to the county level.  The 

total cost for the signs was $20,376.   

This sum provided large signs, with graphics, on both 

the north and southbound lanes as well as smaller 

signs at the end of each off-ramp.  The SCHS made a 

substantial monetary contribution toward this and 

the Stafford County Board of Supervisors voted 

unanimously to provide funding for the greatest part 

of the cost.  Glenn wrote, “In sum, this effort 

involved literally hundreds of hours of work on the 

part of many individuals.  Thankfully, it is also already 

bringing new folks out to the park.  Thanks so much 

to all the members of the Historical Society for all 

they did to make the Civil War Park’s history and 

importance more available to those passing through 

our historic county.” 
 

Bulletin BoardBulletin BoardBulletin BoardBulletin Board    
 

Upcoming Meetings:  Our next regular monthly meeting will be held on 16 February 2017 at 7:30 

p.m. in the Board of Supervisors’ Chambers in the George L. Gordon Government Center.  Guest speaker 

Jane Conner will lecture on the many U. S. presidents who have visited Stafford County.  On 16 March 

2017 Irma Clifton will speak about interesting Stafford women.  On 20 April 2017 the SCHS and 

Patawomeck Indians will hold a joint meeting.  Gordon Silver will discuss Powhatan’s economy.  On 18 

May 2017 Jerrilynn Eby MacGregor will discuss “The Impact of Stafford’s Loss of Records during the Civil 

War.” 

 

Newsletter Dissemination:  Successful dissemination of our newsletter requires that we have 

your current email address or that we are made aware of your specific lack of access to a computer.  

Please contact Doris McAdams (dmac200592@msn.com). 

 

Dues are past due!   
Dues for 2017 were due January 1st.  Membership benefits include a subscription to the newsletter, 

access to the Members Only section of our web site and participation at special events.  Renew today so 

you’ll be sure not to miss out on any of our 2017 activities.  Mail your check or money order made 

payable to Stafford County Historical Society (SCHS) to: 
 

 Treasurer 

 Stafford County Historical Society 

 P. O. Box 1664 

 Stafford, VA  22555 
 



 

Not a Member?  Join Today!  We offer the following types of membership: 
 

 $15 Individual Annual Dues  $5 Student 

 $25 Family Annual Dues   $200 Individual Life Member 

 

Please make checks payable to Stafford County Historical Society and mail them and the completed 

form (below) to the Treasurer at the address above. 

 

Name _________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

City ___________________  State ___________  Zip ________________ 

Phone  (           )  __________ - _____________ 

Email  ________________________________________________________ 
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