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The President’s Pen 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
       At our March, 2016 general membership meeting, a motion was 
made, seconded, and unanimously passed to ask the county to 
repair the old fountain at St. Clair Brooks Park.  At our November 
2016 board meeting, Brion Southall of the Stafford County Parks and 
Recreation Department informed us that VDOT plans on widening 
Butler Road to four lanes.  When this happens, road and sidewalk 
construction will take land very near where the fountain now stands. 
This may impact whether or not the fountain will have to be 
relocated.  In preparation, Parks and Rec has solicited for and 
received estimates for restoration and removal of the fountain to a 
more prominent location within the park entrance if necessary.  
Restoration of the fountain is now included as part of the 
department’s long-range planning.  Many thanks to the county and to 
the members of the SCHS. 
       As a follow-up to my January letter about the obelisks in the I-95 
corridor, the SCHS board received a copy of a memo from Michael 
T. Smith, Deputy County Administrator.  He had spoken with VDOT 
and VDOT stated that they were developing an RFP that will include 
language regarding the obelisks, which will ensure that they are not 
damaged or forgotten.  The RFP will be part of the contract for the 
FRED EX construction project.  Work on this project is not expected 
to commence until 2019.  VDOT is also aware of Stafford County’s 
desire to have the obelisks delivered to the county and will work with 
the county to obtain them. 
       Also through the support of our members we were able to donate 
$1,000 to the Stafford County Veterans’ Memorial. 
       As always, I thank you, our members, for your support of this 
organization.  Without your support, these things could not happen. 
 
 
Rick MacGregor 
President 
 
 

 

SCHS News is published by the Stafford County Historical Society, a non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization 
founded in 1965.  The Society’s mailing address is Post Office Box 1664, Stafford, Virginia 22555.  The 
Society’s web address is www.staffordhistorical.org 
 
 
Cover Illustration:  Eskimo’s Hill looking north on U. S. Route 1.  Photo dates from c.1944. 
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The The The The Mystery of Stafford’s Colonial Court SealMystery of Stafford’s Colonial Court SealMystery of Stafford’s Colonial Court SealMystery of Stafford’s Colonial Court Seal    
 

Jerrilynn Eby MacGregor 

 
From the earliest days of Virginia’s history, the Clerk of the Court was one of the most important county 

officers.  His primary responsibility was to maintain the court records and the vital statistics for his county.  Until 
the mid-nineteenth century, the clerks were also critical to the effective administration of their jurisdictions.  
While most county affairs were handled by a group of justices or magistrates that met once a month, many of 
these men had no legal training.  At times, the clerk was the only person associated with the court who was versed 
in the law and his advice surely guided many of the court’s decisions.  The early justices were, for the most part, 
planters.  They lived in different parts of the county, and normally only appeared at court when on official duty.  
Unlike the court, which generally met only once a month, the clerk was on duty every day and could be consulted 
on a variety of legal problems when no magistrate was available.  Once appointed, clerks tended to remain in 
office for the remainder of their lives and, in some instances, the position became informally hereditary.  It was 
not uncommon for a son to succeed his father as clerk, as was the case in Stafford County with Henry Tyler 
(c.1710-1777) who was followed in office by his son, Thomas Gowry Strother Tyler (c.1740-1816). 

An integral part of every clerk of court’s office was the county seal.  This was used to imprint an 
identifiable image on official documents to help prevent counterfeiting and fraud.  Stafford’s colonial-era seal, 
which would have been designed and made following the county’s creation in 1664, featured King George, II.  
Despite the seal’s use on what was likely a large number of official documents, the author has not yet seen a 
single document marked with it.  A post-Civil War description of the seal reads: 

 The seal is round in shape, of iron, and is one and a half inches in diameter, four and 
three fourth inches in circumference, one and a half inches high and weighs about a pound.  It 
represents the King sitting on his throne with two female figures on either side, representing 
“Justice” and “Right,” holding with one hand a crown over the king’s head, “Justice” holding in 
the other hand a pair of balances and “Right” a sprig of evergreen, with a fowl at her feet.  
Underneath them is this inscription, “We will not sell, deny, or delay justice or right.”  Over the 
King’s head is the inscription, “Geo. II. R.,” and around the seal the words, “The Seal of Stafford 
Court in Virginia”…George II ascended the throne of England in 1728 and died in 1760.  Hallam 
says his reign was the most prosperous period that England had ever known.  This was the result 
not alone from the acquisition of new territory but also from the conquests of new fields of 
thought effected by Pope, Samuel Johnson, Fielding, Smollet, Reynolds, Hogarth and many 
others (Fredericksburg Star, July 1, 1891). 
This is the seal that would have been used at the various courthouses on Potomac Creek and at 

Marlborough.  The colonial seal would have ceased being used during or after the American Revolution.  In 
response to independence, the seal depicting the English king was replaced by a Federal style seal.  The Federal 
seal featured a stylized eagle holding in his claws on the right side a bundle of arrows and in his claws on the left 
an olive branch.  The designers retained the wording, “We will not sell deny or delay justice or right.”  Al Conner 
jokingly referred to this as the “choking chicken” seal.  Notwithstanding this epithet, the seal’s design was very 
typical of the Federal period.   

In the mid-nineteenth century, the prospect of war with the north loomed and the Stafford magistrates 
discussed how best to deal with the county’s records.  Many Virginia counties opted to send their court records to 
Richmond, possibly believing that that city would be strongly defended against enemy attack.  In March 1862 the 
justices decreed, “The [Stafford] Court having maturely considered the propriety of removing the records, books 
& papers of the County to some safer point (& having advised with the attorney for the Commonwealth & others) 
are of opinion that the said records &c. shall not be removed under any contingency from said office and further 
are of the opinion that the Clerk of this Court ought not to be considered in any wise responsible for said records 
&c. should he think proper to leave said County on the approach of the enemy” (Stafford Circuit Court Minutes, 
1852-1867, p. 401).  This stipulation was critical as without such an understanding the clerk could have been held 
responsible for the loss of records entrusted to his care. 

Over the course of the War Between the States, the Union army passed through Stafford several times.  
Their longest and most destructive period of occupation lasted for about fourteen months.  During this time, they 



made at least two destructive raids on the courthouse and clerk’s office.  In December 1862, a New York 
newspaper described some of the damage done to the courthouse: 

…the Judge’s bench [was] a target for the ‘expectorating Yankee’; the circular inclosure [sic] 
occupied by the jury was besmeared with mud, and valuable documents of every description 
scattered about the floor and yard…In one corner of the yard stands a house of records, in which 
were deposited all the important deeds and papers pertaining to this section for a generation past.  
When our advance entered the building, they were found lying about the floor to a depth of 
fifteen inches or more around the door-steps and in the door-yard.  It is impossible to estimate the 
inconvenience and losses which will be incurred by this wholesale destruction of deeds, claims, 
mortgages, &c. (New York Times, Dec. 11 1862). 
The soldiers stole or destroyed about two-thirds of the county’s court records, including nearly every 

loose paper filed with the clerk prior to 1862.  Had these books and papers been transferred to Richmond, they 
might all have been lost as the Confederates pulled out and left the city in flames.  Thus, perhaps Stafford is 
fortunate to have the one-third of her antebellum records that do survive.   

Lost also during this time was the county’s colonial-era seal.  A newspaper article appearing many years 
after the war explained the theft and subsequent recovery of the seal: 

Probate Clerk E. M. Young, of Silver City, New Mexico, who is on a visit to his father in 
this city, has in his possession a rare relic of Colonial days.  It is the seal of Stafford County, 
Virginia, in the days of George II, and was taken from the old Court House in March, 1862 when 
Gen. Daniel E. Sickles, with 2,000 men, crossed over from Liverpool Point.  It fell into the 
possession of Capt. Wm. H. Hugo, Company C, 70th New York volunteers, who was in the 
advance and took possession of the old Court House…At the same time the old English Bible 
belonging to the court was taken, and while the troops were crossing Aquia Creek it was dropped 
into the water and lost. 
 Probably Mr. Young will restore this ancient relic to the County Court of Stafford, where 
it will no doubt be zealously preserved and greatly appreciated (Fredericksburg Star, July 1, 
1891). 

 It seems that Edgar Young did indeed return the seal to the Stafford Court.  Nearly ten years later, a 
newspaper article again described the seal and noted that it had been returned to the clerk’s office.  The article 
reads: 

An Old Seal 
 

The following is a description of an old colonial seal of Stafford county, in the Clerk’s 
office at Stafford C. H.” 
 Inscription:  “The seal of Stafford county, in Virginia.” 
 George II Rex – We will neither sell, deny, nor delay, justice, or right.” 
 Figures—Two females crowning a male seated in a chair. 
 This seal was taken from the Clerk’s office in 1862 by a private soldier of the Excelsior 
Brigade, commanded by Gen. Daniel Sickles, who crossed the Potomac at Liverpool Point on the 
Potomac, and with his command made a raid as far south as Stafford C. H., Va.  The Brigade 
stayed at the Court-house all night and thoroughly looted the Clerk’s office, taking away and 
destroying most of the records, some of which have been returned. 
 The jail was burnt as well as the residence of Dr. V. Y. Conway. 
 The seal was taken from the soldier by one of the captains of the Excelsior Brigade, who 
afterwards went to Silver City, New Mexico.  Mr. Edgar M. Young, of Fredericksburg, Va., had 
gone to that point and had been elected as clerk of court.  He got acquainted with this captain, 
who turned the seal over to him, and upon his return to the Burg on a visit brought it with him and 
turned it over to Hon. W. Seymour White, who was then Commonwealth’s Attorney of Stafford 
county, Va.  It is now deposited in the Clerk’s office. 
(Free Lance, Nov. 16, 1901) 

 
The author has seen no other reference to Stafford’s jail having been burned and that information may not 

be quite correct.  From the wording of the article it seems as though the writer of the newspaper article had visited 
the clerk’s office and seen the seal himself.  Despite the statement that the seal had been returned to the Stafford 
clerk’s office, it’s not been seen in decades and this is the last mention of the colonial seal known to the author.  



William Seymour White (1853-1897) served as Stafford’s Commonwealth’s Attorney from 1884 to 1895.  What 
became of the seal after 1901 is a mystery. 

Stafford’s Federal seal was also lost to the Union occupation.  The court minutes read, “The Court now 
without a seal, the same having been lost or destroyed during the late war it is ordered that the Governor be 
requested to provide a seal for the Court to be deposited with the Clerk thereof according to the Code of 1860 Ch. 
161 and that a copy of this order be forthwith sent by the Clerk to the Governor” (Stafford Court Minutes, 1852-
1867, p. 466).  This seal was also heavily used and eventually required replacing.  The minutes of the County 
Court of Dec. 19, 1900 state that the seal “now in use in the Clerk’s office is worn out, having been used for about 
34 years, it is ordered that the Clerk of the Court request the Governor to furnish a new County Court Seal for this 
County.”  The Federal seal remained in use until 1964 when the celebration of the county’s three hundredth 
anniversary spurred the design of a new seal.  This rather unimaginative effort depicts the present courthouse.  
The promise of “justice” and “right” was replaced by the words, “300 Years of Progress.” 

Housed in the Stafford Clerk of Court’s office is one of the Federal-style seals.  This may be the one 
procured around 1901 as old seals were likely destroyed upon arrival of the replacements in order to discourage 
fraud. 
 
 

Eskimo’s Diner Is Not at the North PoleEskimo’s Diner Is Not at the North PoleEskimo’s Diner Is Not at the North PoleEskimo’s Diner Is Not at the North Pole    
 

 
 

 Standing on the northeast corner of the intersection of Eskimo Hill Road and U. S. Route 1 is a small 
derelict brick building wearing a decrepit coat of once-white paint.  The structure’s windows are covered over and 
the lot surrounding it is often used for heavy truck parking.  Hundreds of cars and trucks pass by it daily on their 
way to the county landfill.  There are few visible clues remaining to let passers-by know that this little building 
was one of the most recognized Stafford County landmarks of the twentieth century.  This was Eskimo’s Diner, a 
24-hour eatery established in 1929 by Luther S. Hodge (1902-1958).  It was popular with both truckers and locals 
and specialized in steaks, chops, and seafood.  To the immediate south of the diner was a cinderblock garage, also 
operated by the Hodge family.  Nothing remains of that structure.  The hill on which stood the diner and garage 
quickly became known as Eskimo Hill.  Long before implementation of the 9-1-1 system forced the official 
naming of roads, Route 628, which runs east-west past the garage, was known to locals as Eskimo Hill Road.   

Various theories have been proposed explaining the origin of the name “Eskimo.”  A rather creative one 
is that Civil War soldiers found the area so cold that they called it Eskimo Hill. In reality, Luther Hodge’s 
nickname was Eskimo, which he acquired as 
a boy selling Eskimo Pies at theaters in 
Richmond. 
 U. S. Route 1 was constructed along 

its present path (more or less) in the early 
1920s.  Massive highway improvements 
from this period were driven in part by 
reasonably priced cars that the average 
family could afford to purchase.  As the 
roads improved and people bought cars, 
automobile touring became the rage.  U. S. 
Route 1 was the primary highway between 
Maine and Florida and during the first half of 



the twentieth century, countless service stations, motels, tourist cabins, lunch rooms, gift shops, and restaurants 
were built along its length.  There were a dozen or more such establishments in Stafford alone.  With improved 
roads also came increased business activity in the form of truck traffic.  Facilities designed to meet the needs of 
truckers and their vehicles also flourished along Route 1.  Eskimo’s Diner served truckers, tourists, and locals.  As 
there was no Interstate highway through Stafford County until the mid-1960s, Route 1 was an extremely busy 
thoroughfare.  

Although Eskimo Hodge opened his restaurant at the outset of the Great Depression, it thrived.  He 
operated it himself for many years and then rented it to various people.  In 1947 he leased the restaurant to Leon 
S. Zappas and George J. Christoforatos who operated it until about 1962.  Soon thereafter, Interstate 95 opened 
and business along Route 1 died.  Not until very recent years has Route 1 again become a thriving commercial 
thoroughfare.  Eskimo’s Diner never reopened as a restaurant.  The diner building and lot were purchased in 1967 
by the Fredericksburg Asphalt Company for use as a contractor’s office building.  It has been used for light 
industry and contractors’ needs since then. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Speaking of Road TravelSpeaking of Road TravelSpeaking of Road TravelSpeaking of Road Travel    
 

In 1942 there were only two paved roads in Stafford County, U. S. Route 1 and U. S. Route 17.  All 
others were unpaved and proved difficult to impossible to traverse in all but the driest weather.  In January 1898, 
the local newspaper made the following comment: 

“The condition of the roads through the county is horrible.  The Garrisonville road has been 
practically abandoned” (Free Lance, Jan. 25, 1898). 

 
In 1912 workmen were endeavoring to improve the Warrenton Road, now U. S. Route 17, by putting a 

layer of gravel on it.  John Hammett (1874-1946) and his brother, Eppa (1879-1953), owned a farm near the 
junction of Poplar Road (Route 616) and the Warrenton Road and the gravel was being dug from one side of their 
property.  A newspaper article reported: 

“Difficulty Over Gravel.  Much excitement was caused on the Warrenton road above Falmouth 
Saturday morning when a difficulty arose between Messrs. John and Eppa Hammett and Mr. 
Goodman, foreman at the gravel pit.  The Hammetts objected to their land being plowed to secure 
gravel for the new road.  This caused a personal encounter between these gentlemen.  During the 
melee several shots were fired by the Hammetts and a club used by Goodman.  Ex-Sheriff Chas. 
Kennedy and several others appeared on the scene and the encounter stopped.  Warrants were 
issued for all the parties engaged in the trouble and Sheriff Moncure, who was here, went at once 
to the scene of the trouble.  The work on the road was suspended on account of the trouble” 
(Fredericksburg Daily Star, Nov. 23, 1912). 

 
  

Eskimo’s Garage wrecker 1944 



They Called Stafford Home:   
 
Meet Robert Atchison Gray (1830-1915).  He was the son John Bowie Gray (1809-
1848) and Jane Moore Cave (1811-1890) of Traveler’s Rest in lower Stafford.  During 
the War Between the States, Robert served with the 9th Virginia Cavalry.  In September 
1863, he transferred to Company H of the 4th Virginia Cavalry.  Robert married 
Adelaide Gettys Hayman (1830-1921) of Washington, DC.  They may have met while 
she was employed in the Gray household as a governess.  Adelaide was the great niece 
of Gen. “Mad Anthony” Wayne.  Robert and Adelaide lived at Eastwood, located 
between White Oak Road and King’s Highway.  Long a part of the Gray family land 
holdings in Stafford, Eastwood was cut from Traveler’s Rest.  This fine Federal-style 
brick home survives today.  Robert and Adelaide are buried at Eastwood. 
 
 

 
Be sure to check the SCHS website for the Historical Figure of the Week and meet more interesting folks who 
called Stafford home.  The address is www.staffordhistorical.org. 

 

Special RequestSpecial RequestSpecial RequestSpecial Request    
 

Historic Hobby School in Falmouth is the property of the Stafford County Historical Society and is in 
need of major roof repairs.  The present roof is of concrete shingles installed when the building was reconstructed 
in the 1930s.  The Society has received an estimate of $15,495 to repair the roof and replace broken or missing 
shingles.  For the last two years, SCHS has participated in The Community Give fundraising event.  Organizers of 
that event are not planning to hold it this year.  Donations received from that avenue have amounted to $1,279.  
We hope to commence work on the roof this year.  Please consider a tax-deductible donation toward this project.  
Checks may be made payable to the SCHS and mailed to the Treasurer at P. O. Box 1664, Stafford, VA, 22555.  
Please write “Roof Donation” on the memo line.  Thank you! 

 

Bulletin BoardBulletin BoardBulletin BoardBulletin Board    
 

Upcoming Meetings:  Our next regular monthly meeting will be held on April 20, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Board of Supervisors’ Chambers in the George L. Gordon Government Center.  This will be a joint meeting with 

the Patawomeck Heritage Foundation and the Society.  Gordon Silver will present a program on Powhatan’s 

Economy.  On May 18, 2017 Jerrilynn Eby MacGregor will discuss “The Long-Term Impact of Stafford’s Loss of 

Records during the Civil War.” 

 

Newsletter Dissemination:  Successful dissemination of our newsletter requires that we have your 

current email address or that we are made aware of your specific lack of access to a computer.  Please contact 

Doris McAdams at (dmac200592@msn.com) or 540-720-1321. 

 

Dues are past due!   
Dues for 2017 were due January 1st.  Membership benefits include a subscription to the newsletter, access to 

the Members Only section of our web site and participation at special events.  Renew today so you’ll be sure not 

to miss out on any of our 2017 activities.  Mail your check or money order made payable to Stafford County 

Historical Society (SCHS) to: 

 

 Treasurer 

 Stafford County Historical Society 

 P. O. Box 1664 

 Stafford, VA  22555 



Not a Member?  Join Today!  We offer the following types of 

membership: 

 

 $15 Individual Annual Dues   $5 Student 

 $25 Family Annual Dues   $200 Individual Life Member 

 

Please make your check payable to Stafford County Historical Society (SCHS) and mail it and the 

completed form below to the Treasurer at: 

Stafford County Historical Society 

P. O. Box 1664 

Stafford, VA  22555 

 

Name _________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

City ___________________  State ___________  Zip ________________ 

Phone  (           )  __________ - _____________ 

Email  ________________________________________________________ 
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